Year 10 - Courses for 2009

The choice of Key Stage 4 courses is a significanment in a student’'s education.
At this point in Year 9, students have to balarte need to complete Key Stage 3
successfully with the need to think carefully abting important choice of courses for
Years 10 and 11.

For the rest of Year 9 students will need to renfagused on their preparations for
end of Key Stage 3 Teacher Assessments in all hatiGurriculum subjects, a range
of internal examinations, with those in mathemadind science using QCA-produced
papers and mark schemes, and the possibility fonymstudents of external
examinations in Functional Skills English and GOSE (Short Course). Success in
all of these will help the full programme of GCS@&icses in Year 10 to start well and
provide some qualifications that will have lifelongalue. Attainment and
achievement will be at its highest possible levietsdudents have developed the habit
of completing class work and homework thoroughlg @emonstrated the ability to
work independently beyond the tasks set by teachers

In addition, this spring term will require a commént of time and thought to the
whole process of mapping out the course and caceges to be explored over the
next few years. In 2009 the choice of courses @arY1l0 is richer than ever.
Increasingly, the range of courses available battaldished and new, enables
students to ‘personalise’ Key Stage 4 by creatingr@egramme that suits their
individual interests and needs. Many full-courseSES, a suite of science courses, a
range of ICT courses, a BTEC in Sport, a numbethef new Diploma lines of
learning and vocational opportunities not leasbulgh work placements, all provide
opportunities for students to develop an individgpabgramme that meets their
personal aspirations.

Students and parents need to look carefully at wghavailable and seek to choose an
appropriate programme that will be challenging,itaxg and engaging.

This booklet and the forthcoming opportunities fliscussions will, | hope, enable

students to make sensible and well informed detssabout the next important stage
of their education at Wilmslow High School. Managesll, the process will enable

all students to set out with confidence in Septandrea pathway that will lead to

success and achievement.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you hayegaaries or concerns or if you want
to clarify the demands of any of the available sesr

J Pullé
Deputy Headteacher (Curriculum Development)
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Introduction

The subjects that you have studied in school haaleeld you develop different
strengths and interests, which you can build uporigars 10 and 11 and beyond.

So far, you have been following a common curricylwhich has provided you with
a sound, general education. At the same timesitphepared you for your accredited
courses that begin in Year 10.

The next few weeks will involve you in major deoiss affecting the courses and
subjects you will be taking in Years 10 and 11.

Some Advice

The choices you are making now about which couyseswill study in Year 10 and

11 are very important. These courses are in pagiparfor what you want to do post
— 16. Indeed, you should be thinking 14 — 19 nst jbe next 2 years. Think carefully
before you make a final decision and take advantdgbe plenty of help available
both in school and at home. Remember, you shoeld¢hwosing subjects, which
YOU will enjoy, where you are likely to be succesdsind which may be useful to
YOU in the future. Talk to your parents and retdhe information you are given.

The following will be able to help you during theurse choices process:

Your form tutor
Your subject teachers
Your Head of House - Mr Tatlock Head of Bollin

- Mr Fox Head of Harefield

- Mrs George Head of Norcliffe

- Mrs Harris Head of Thorngrove
Mr Farrow, who co-ordinates the Course Choices raroge
The Connexions Service

It is best if the final decision is made by you aupported by your parents and the
school. You will have to take certain subjectstfie 'core’) and then choose other
courses. When choosing courses, you should:

Choose those in which you think you can do welly ymd interesting and
challenging

Choose those which you know you may need for adutourse, career or job
you have in mind

Choose a balanced group of courses, giving youde wange of skills and a
variety of experience.

You will be given advice about the courses that wiprobably be best for
you.

You should not;

Choose a course just because your friend is daing i

Choose, or reject, a course because you like, slikelj the teachers. We

cannot say who your teachers will be at this stage.

Choose a subject just because it is new. Just becawourse is new it does
not mean it will be any easier. Makeesyou read the description for each
course carefully so that you will knowhat will be required of you.
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Connexions Service

Help with your option decisions during Year 10 and 11 for post-16
choices

The Connexions Service will work with you as wellsupport you in making career
and personal decisions. The Service is here fo ym to make informed decisions
through impartial careers guidance and informatidme Service can also help you
find a place in education, training or employmehtw you leave school.

From Year 9 onwards, you will be invited to attegrdup sessions and/or individual
interviews. Our own Personal Adviser (Mrs Rowehows based in school, will be
available at many parents’ evenings from Year 9amd# to meet parents and discuss
personal and career related issues. Personal gkdvean also be contacted at the
local Connexions Centre in Macclesfield.

You are entitled to a range of services, detailswbich are available from the
Connexions Service. For further information pleesetact Mrs Rowe.

The school is equipped with a well-stocked Caréédrgary, and you are encouraged
to research your ideas fully. Facilities includear€ers Guidance computer
programmes, up to date information from a wide eanfjoccupational areas, a full
set of university prospectuses and local colleg@mnmation.

There is an extensive Careers Programme in Yed@ &nd 11 giving you advice and
guidance about your future education and carearntamy of you, returning to the
Sixth Form will already be your intention so thaiuycan pursue a range of courses,
mainly at AS and A2 Levels, in preparation for thext step in your education.
Advice will be given to you so that again you caake the appropriate choices. In
addition, in Years 9 and 10, you will have the appoity to use Careers computer
programmes, which are suitable for each stage afnphg. These will suggest
possible jobs, which appear to suit your intereptgferences and abilities. Mrs
Stephens and Mrs Rowe are always happy to prowdeecs advice and you can
request an interview with Mrs Rowe for individualéce and guidance.

During Year 10, all students will have opporturstte find out more information and
gain advice about Career choices at the CareersWorlt Experience Evening in
December. Representatives from the Sixth Form,| lookeges, the world of work,

and the Connexions Service will be available tk tdlout opportunities available. In
addition, you will take part in a week's Work Exipeice where you will learn at first
hand more about the world of work.

Students will be interviewed by our Personal Advi@drs Rowe) during Years 10
and 11 who will make sure you are thinking abowicts and will ensure that advice
is acted upon and plans are made. During tuteessions, guidance will be given on
writing letters of application, completing applicat forms and preparing for
interviews. You will be given help to see that yare making suitable, sensible career
choices.
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Year 10 Course Choices Timetable

Friday 23" January Assembly / Year 10 Course Choices
Booklet Issued

Read the course descriptions carefully with
your parents and begin to decide what you
think your choices might be.

Wednesday 28th January Course Choices Evening for qualifications
offered by Global Communities and
Multiliteracies

Subject teachers will give you more
information about courses to help ypu
choose the right courses for you.

(see separate letter

Thursda 29th Januait Course Choices Evening for qualifications
offered by Empiric Enquiry and
Individual Development

Subject teachers will give you more
information about courses to help ypu
choose the right courses for you.

(see separate letter

Thursday & February Year 9 Parents' Evening
You will be able to discuss your progress in
your subjects and identify your strengths
helping you choose which courses to study
in Years 10 and 11.

Thursday 12th February Tutorial Day
You will be able to discuss your ideas abput
your course choices with your tutor and your
parents if they are able to attend.

237 February — B Individual Interviews
March If you have any further queries please ask
your Head of House and/ or Mr Farrow.

Friday 6" March You must give in your completed Course
Choices form to your Form Tutor.

Throughout this whole period you should seek adwaoel guidance about your
choices. Your subject teachers, Heads of HouseVarigarrow are always willing to
discuss your course choices with you. After youehmade your choices your Heads
of House may well see you again if they think yoouwd benefit from further advice
and guidance.

If you are thinking of opting for one of the Diplanines of learning Dr Pullé will
need to discuss the full implications with you.

We are all here to help you make the course chdlaswill help you succeed and
prepare you for your future.
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We shall try to meet all course choices requestf
although we cannot guarantee it. In case of
difficulty Mr Farrow
will discuss the issue with you.

All courses will only run
if a sufficient number of students choose to
take the course.
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Guidance and Support - a note for parents

We are always concerned about the well being ofstitlents at Wilmslow High
School and believe all students should have thempity to succeed in a caring,
supportive learning environment. Each student is itutor group and linked to a
House. This is at the heart of Student Servicelsstidents should always raise any
concerns they have with their form tutor and/orirttf&udent Manager or Head of
House.

Heads of House will be discussing students’ coafrssces with them over the next
few weeks. They will seek the advice of subjecthesas and Learning Support in
determining what they think would be an approprib#dance of subjects for each
student.

Some students will be advised to choose PersondleStinstead of a course choice if
they are students that would benefit from additiosapport from the Learning
Support team. Similarly students will also be addisif a Work Placement
Programme with a reduced number of GCSE coursé&ar 10 or 11 would be a
more appropriate personalised curriculum for thémee at this stage or during Year
10. These issues will be discussed with the stsommtl parents. We have found this
process very useful in the past and the agreenfestudent, school and parents is
important to ensuring future success.

Students have a total of five PHSCE (Personal, tHeé@ocial and Citizenship
Education) days over Years 10 and 11. These wwéca number of issues including
health education, guidance on work experience, comnityn service and study skills.
These days will provide students with a furtheramymity to work closely with their
tutors and meet other experts who have skills tlkntheir studies.

Heads of House monitor students' progress duringrsy@0 and 11. If students are
causing concern and underachieving, steps are takprovide support, advice and
guidance. All students will experience some diffies over the two years with

homework, coursework and examinations, demanding srk and commitment

from everyone. We aim to help all students ach@viheir best and will, as always,
involve parents in that process.

Increasingly we are personalising learning for salildents to ensure that they are
studying the right courses for them and the righmhber of courses. We will involve
you in that process as it does not start and fimsYiear 9: indeed as students move
through Key Stage 4, preparing for their post-16oadion, their needs change and we
constantly monitor the progress of students to tedm manage their education.

We want all our students to engage with their cesirso be challenged to achieve
their best and most of all to enjoy their Key Stdgexperiences at Wilmslow High

School. We all want to celebrate achievement amtess and all students will be
encouraged and supported to that end. Please uselpy working with us and

providing your support at home.
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Key Stage 4 Curriculum

All our courses, in Key Stages 3 and 4 are growpeter Curriculum Organisers. The
link of the courses between these Organisers, tire Courses all students have to
study at Key Stage 4 and the Individual Programroer€es is shown below.

Curriculum Organisers

Core Courses — all students
study these courses

Individual Programme Courses

Individual Development

PE

Art and Design

Art and Design:
Fine Art

PHSCE (Personal, Healt

hArt Graphic Design

h

Social and Citizenshi
Education) (including RE)

Photography

Drama

Music

Music
(Technology)

Dance

PE

BTEC PE and Sport

RS (1 year)

Global Communities

Geography

History

Business Studies

BACS

Multiliteracies

English Language and Englis
Literature

Hrench

German

Spanish

Media Studies

Mathematics

Statistics

ICT

Empiric Enquiry

Science:

Food Technology

Route 1: Separate scienc

eSraphic Products

(physics, chemistry an
biology)

Resistant Materials

Route 2: core GCSE scien

~d extiles

in Year 10 and scien
‘options’ in Year 11

“Systems and
Control

Child Development
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Some students will study the Core Curriculum witie of the following combinations:
+ Work Placements (3 days)
+ Individual Programme Courses (3 options and Peisdtudies : see below)

+ Diploma (choice of 6 lines of learning - 2 days)

Personal Studies

Personal studies is for students who require esxtpgoort in their option choices, and
who have opted for only three options at Key Stdgéhis is usually offered to

students who have had access to Learning Supporgdiey Stage 3, and who are
on the SEN register. Discussion must take placé wieé Curriculum Team Leader
Learning Support before taking this as an option.

Students need to be motivated and well organiseddar to benefit from this option.
Students are encouraged to bring coursework/ homkefgo these sessions for these
sessions to be successful.

Students who do not arrive with work will be seviseon work by the Learning
Support Curriculum area. Students usually attenddPal Studies for three sessions
which are held within Learning Support. Studentsigress is recorded and monitored
throughout.
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Year 10 and 11
Core Courses
- Compulsory
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English and English Literature

You will follow the AQA's syllabus in GCSE Englisilnd GCSE English Literature.
The two-year course will extend the skills you haleveloped in Years 7 to 9.
English and English Literature are two separatelifiqgations and, provided you
attend regularly and meet coursework deadlines,wilbe entered for both GCSEs.
The overall coverage is itemised below.

Course Description

Speaking and Listening

You will be asked to communicate clearly and appately in a variety of situations.
Some of these will be assessed and will count tdsveb0% of your English
coursework mark (i.e. 20% of your total Englishdga You will be assessed on your
ability to:

explain, describe, narrate
explore, analyse, imagine
discuss, argue, persuade

Reading

You will develop your ability to read, understamitiarespond to all types of writing.
These will include:

a twentieth-century play

a twentieth-century prose text

work by an author published before 1914
a Shakespeare play

a variety of poetry

non-fiction texts

media texts

Writing

You will write a range of styles, using correct mraar and Standard English but
matching your style and layout to audience and ggep The range of writing will
require you to

explore, imagine, entertain
inform, explain, describe
argue, persuade, advise
analyse, review, comment

You are encouraged to use word processors buastt éme piece of coursework must
be hand-written. Correct spelling and punctuadiomimportant and you will need to
check your work for misspellings and other weakagsss presentation. The ability to
make changes between first and final drafts beconoesasingly important.

Wilmslow High School - Year 10 Course Choices - September 2009 Page No. 11



Assessment

GCSE English
This course is assessed through coursework (408)irzad examination (60%)

The examination consists of two two-hour papers.Paper One you will respond to
some non-fiction materials you haven't seen betod then produce a piece of
informative or persuasive writing of your own. Raper Two you will answer
questions about some poetry from the AQA anthol@gdyich you will have studied in
class. You will then write a narrative or desax@tpiece of your own.

Your coursework must include three assessmentpeakdng and Listening tasks, a
response to a Shakespeare play, a wider readiignasnt, a response to media texts
and a piece of original writing.

GCSE English Literature

This course is assessed through coursework (308bfirzad examination (70%)

In the two-hour examination, you will answer quess on a twentieth-century prose
text and a range of poetry, which you will havedggd prior to the examination.

Coursework will include responses to twentieth-ugntirama, Shakespeare, pre-C20
and C20 prose.

Tiers of entry

Towards the end of course, you will be entereceftirer:
Foundation Tier, targeting Grades C to G, or

Higher Tier, targeting grades A* to D

Your progress in relation to GCSE grades will beorded and shared with you
throughout the course. You will also contributethe assessment process through
regular self-evaluation activities.

During the course of your GCSE studies, you will drgered for the Functional
English qualification. Assessment is conducted ublo reading and writing
examinations in conjunction with speaking and h#tg activities. You should be
awarded an overall Level 1 or 2 from this course.

Homework

Homework is set twice a week except when studengs campleting a single,
substantial homework. Tasks will include readwgting and preparation of spoken
work. You will need to be responsible for planniifective use of this time, since
the ability to meet deadlines is an essential requent of the course.

Mr P Tunmore

Curriculum Team Leader, Languages (English and o#ereign Languages)
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Mathematics

"To those who do not know mathematics it is diffido get across a real feeling as to
the beauty, the deepest beauty, of nature ... uf want to learn about nature, to
appreciate nature, it is necessary to understanthtiyuage that she speaks in."

-Nobel-prize winning Physicist Richard Feynman
Course Description

GCSE Mathematics is a qualification which serves @fierent purposes at
different levels. For students whachieve a D gradeor below the qualification
equips you with the numerical, statistical and oe&sy skills you need for modern
life and tells future employers that you have reacla level of competence in
calculation and understanding figures and diagrdfos.those whachieve higher
gradesit is a sign of the capacity to deal with abstmaetsoning, the ability to learn
and use theory and formulae about numbers, shagiesgarce, handling data and
algebra. For students intending to go onAtd.evel Mathematics it provides a
foundation for the greater depth, breadth and rigbumore advanced mathematics.

As in Year 9, students will have 4 lessons of Mathgcs per week, as well as 2
pieces of homework that will be particularly imgort, and should take 30 to 90
minutes every week depending on the amount seteTl# be no requirement to do
coursework for this cohort of students.

We would strongly advise that students who may wishtake mathematics at
advanced level, or need mathematical skills foirtlsareer choice, also take the
Statistics GCSE option

Assessment

In Year 10 the setting structure will be the sara@maYear 9 with sets 1-6 in each
half-year group.

Mathematics is assessed in 2 tiers: Higher tiew{@th students can achieve grades
from A* to D) and Foundation tier (where studerdas @chieve a grade C to G).

Set Tier Grades

1-2 Higher A*, A /B, C,D

3 Higher/ Foundation A* A,B,C,DorC,D,E,G,
4-6 Foundation C,D,E FG

We hope that most Set 3 students will be enterediigher Tier, but some students
who have not performed well in their mock exams rbayentered for Foundation
Tier.
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All students take a linear course assessed thraugh written examinations
normally taken in June of Year 11. Following a goweent review, coursework is no
longer a feature of GCSE Mathematics.

Setting reviews take place in January and Juneerfye/ear, and where necessary set
changes are made at other times.

Mr R Edge

Curriculum Team Leader, Mathematics
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Physical Education and Sport

Work within the Physical Education and Sport Cwiien Teamis designed to
support, contribute to and complement the broadsadinthe school by providing
equality of access for all students to a broadarmdd curriculum.

The curriculum area aims to provide an enjoyablé satisfying programme, with
opportunities for every student to develop phys$ycatocially, emotionally and

cognitively.

Specialist sports college status allows us to oéfevaried and diverse range of
programmes and accredited courses at Key Stagg dcé&essing personalised study
programmes it is possible to maximise each studefntl potential and develop a
sound knowledge of skills, tactics and compositiam;understanding of analysis for
improvement and possibly most importantly an urntdexding of health and fitness
and an attitude of sport for life.

The full range of personal study programmes avilabKey Stage 4 are:

Core PE Course Choice | Course Choice | Course Choice
Plus Core PE
la. Sport| 1b. GCSE PE 2. GCSE PE 3. GCSE PE 4. BTEC Sport
Education
Short Course Full Course Double Award

(Core PE) (course choice) | (course choice) | (course choice)
Certificate of| ¥2 GCSE 1 GCSE 2 GCSEs Graded: Pass;
Achievement Merit; Distinction

. . : Equivalent to 4

WHS Completed in Course Choice 1 Course Choice - G%:SES
accreditationl €€ PE lesson 3x lessons pe 6x lessons pe

and thereforq week plus corg week 6x lessons per wee

does not affec| PE lessons incorporating plus core PE

course choice

core PE lessons

Course Descriptions for Core PE

1a) Sport Education

All students will have three lessons of ‘Core REYiear 10 and 11. The majority will
follow a programme of study based on practical greneince, which improve skill in
chosen activities, develop leadership skills andeti® conceptual knowledge in

theoretical areas.

At the end of this course the students will be aedra pass, merit or distinction in
the ‘Sports Specialist School Certificate’.
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1b) GCSE PE (Short Course)

Students who have not selected PE as one of thganal Course Choices mayish
to use their Core PE lessons to achieve the GCSERat Course) qualification.

Note that Unit 1, the theoretical component, makps40% of the short course
assessment, while Unit 2, the practical compomaakes up 60% of the short course
assessment.

Assessment

See relevant sections in the tables above.

Course Leader

Mr M Vincent,
Curriculum Team Leader, Physical Education and Spor
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Science

One of the government’'s key aims for the 14-19 ggeip is that students should
have greater freedom to choose programmes of sthdy meet their needs,
capabilities and aspirations. The range of new GC8Ethe sciences provides
students with greater choice and flexibility thaafdse. This gives students the
freedom to combine GCSEs in science subjects tahmtakir interests, capabilities,
and future aspirations, either in the sciences other areas.

Consequently, to meet the needs of all studentarei@ffering a number of routes for
students to follow with GCSE science.

Course Description

There are a number of routes to choose from. ufgmjoy science but do not want to
give up an option choice from course choice 7 thelect Route 2. You can still
pursue GCE ‘A’ level science subjects with thisteou

If you enjoy science and would like to pursue 3asafe science courses sacrificing
other subjects for chemistry then select Routé¥éu can certainly pursue GCE ‘A’

level science subjects with this choice. The feit@ paragraphs give you a little
more detail regarding each route.

Route 1 GCSE separate science

Students, who feel that they would like to studseparate sciences, will over 2 years,
study biology, chemistry and physics. These subjeall be taught by subject
specialists in specialised laboratories. A sepagaade for each of the subjects will
be awarded and will range from A*-G. Examinatidosthese subjects will begin in
January of the Year 10 year and carry on into themser term of Year 11. During
this course students will be expected to completghale investigation and case
study. These will form part of the coursework etenof the course. Units 1 and 2
will be studied and examined in Year 10. The contd Unit 1 is very much directed
at current, in vogue, science topics, such as ¢gloarming, radioactive
contamination and genetics. These can simply lberapassed with the phrase “the
world wide environmental impact of science.” UnRsand 3 follow a similar
structure, but the content is more traditional ppr@ach focusing on well established
science topics. Unit 3 incorporates some ‘AS’ eoit bridging the gap between
GCSE and GCE ‘A’ level. Units 4 and 5 will be sediin Year 11. The tables below
provide a guide to how each of the units are brakamn, the weighting of each and
the specific codes.
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The decision as to a student’s suitability willeégikace during Year 9. A number of
factors will be used to determine suitability indilig performance in National
Curriculum assessments. Due to the challengingecvrof module 7 we feel that a
Key Stage 3 National Curriculum level of 6.5 or madn science is essential if a
student is to gain access to the course.

Route 2 GCSE Science with Additional Science érdditional Applied Science

Students who pursue Route 2 are free to choos@amsiibject, other than science in
course choice 7. Students who opt for this route raore than able to continue
studying science subjects to GCE ‘A’ level. Scienwill be taught by subject
specialists in specialised laboratories. The aussseparated into two, one year
courses. One grade for the GCSE science studigdan 10 and another grade for the
Additional or Additional Applied science, studiadYear 11. These may be different
grades.

The Year 10 science course is called Core Sciendeisfocused very much on
current, in vogue, science topics, such as glolzaming, radioactive contamination
and genetics. These can simply be encompassedthétiphrase “the world wide
environmental impact of science.” Examinations foese subjects will begin in
January of the Year 10 year and carry on into sunoh¥ear 10. Core Science Units
1, 2, 3 and 4 will be studied in Year 10 along wadrt of the coursework element.

This comprises of a Case Study and practical imyesbn, details of both will be
given nearer the time. The table below providgsiide to how each of the units are
broken down, the weighting of each and the specdites.
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In Year 11 two different science courses becomdabta. Students who have fully
engaged with Core Science will follow the Additibn&cience GCSE course.
Students who have found Core Science difficult Wollow the Additional Applied
Science GCSE course. These students will be edtifiuring the summer term of
Year 10.

Additional Science is a more traditional view ofesce, the content in keeping with
previous year’s courses. It is a concept-led @u®veloped to meet the needs of
students seeking a deeper understanding of basiatific ideas. The course focuses
on scientific explanations of models and gives shtisl an insight into how scientists
develop scientific understanding of ourselves amel world in which we inhabit.
Examinations for these subjects will begin in Japwd the Year 11 year and carry on
into summer of Year 11. The table below providegimle to how each of the units
are broken down, the weighting of each and theiBpeodes.

Students who have found Core Science difficult widl encouraged to follow the

Additional Applied Science course. This seeks tetrthe needs of students who
wish to develop their scientific understanding tlgb authentic, work related

contexts. The course focuses on procedural armhitsad knowledge that underpins
the work of practitioners of science and gives stus an insight into what is involved

in being a practitioner of science. Examinatioaiset place in summer term of the
Year 11 course.

The table below provides a guide to how each ofuhi#s are broken down, the
weighting of each and the specific codes.
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At the end of either the Additional or Additionapplied Science course students will
be awarded a GCSE grade A*-G which may be the sardédferent from the Year 10
grade.

Science Entry Level

The Entry Level course is designed to meet the si@édtudents at Key Stage 4 for
whom GCSE-level courses are not realistic or apjpatg The Entry Level course
consists of 39 short topics ('ltems') with an enghan hands-on practical work.
They are equally divided between biology, chemistnd physics. It has a more
flexible approach than GCSE courses because it Woebave to conform to GCSE
criteria. The emphasis is on positive achievemeniLigh the realisation of short-term
goals. 25 units in the Science Entry Level courage a distinctive Core Science
flavour and are directly related to the GCSE Cocgei®e modules. This enables
students to be entered for the GCSE Core Scienasealuring Year 11, so that they
are able to achieve a GCSE science grade afteristusicience for two years.

Assessment

The tables above indicate the weighting of eachhefunits and the text indicates
roughly when the examinations will take place. ciae timings of these will be
provided at intervals during the year. The coussa mixture between formal unit
examinations and coursework which comprises ofraptete practical investigation,
a case study and a data analysis.

Homework

Homework may involve writing up experiments, ansngrquestions, note taking,
research and case studies. There will also be d teedearn a certain amount of
factual knowledge and revision work. Students walteive 3 homeworks per week
covering the areas mentioned above.

Mr G Jones

Curriculum Team Leader, Science
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Year 10 and 11
Course Choices
- Optional
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Art and Design

The Art and Design course is designed to develdlts sknd talents by challenging
students to use an extensive range of media in tamtientional and experimental

ways.

Course Description

The course provides an opportunity for studentsxjoerience a 'little of everything',
including design, drawing, research, graphics, awsitpn, making artefacts and
elements of ICT design. In lessons students amghtato maximise the potential of
their established skills as well as developing almew range of techniques and
approaches.

Assessment

Assessment has two strands:

1. Coursework — 60% of total mark
2. Examination project — 40% of total mark

This year the mark for each section has been irettdo 80 to allow for better
discrimination when assessment takes place. Taerenow four equally weighted
assessment objectives.

Assessment Objectives

Candidates must demonstrate their ability to:

AO1 develop their ideas through investigations rimfed by contextual and other
sources demonstrating analytical and cultural wtdading.

AO02 refine their ideas through experimenting aniécang appropriate resources,
media, materials, techniques and processes.

AO03 record ideas, observations and insights reket@rheir intentions in visual
and/or other forms

AO4 present a personal, informed and meaningfulpaese demonstrating
analytical and critical understanding, realisingteiitions and where
appropriate, making connections between visualttew oral or other
elements.

Coursework

Coursework takes the form of theme based projectsnits and generally three
projects are completed.

Typically each project will demonstrate drawingliskiend techniques, design and
development work and final responses. Continuoternial assessment of work by
both teacher and students enables students to e afpersonal development and
achievement.
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Examination Project — Externally Set

Papers will be issued from 1 January in the yeaexamination to give students
unlimited preparation time. However, their finasponses have to be completed in
10 hours of supervised time.

Homework

Homework is an important part of the course ancaméegd as part of coursework.
Students will need to spend weekly homework timekmg in their sketchbook.

Often students will be engaged upon observatiorewithg, at other times it will be

design and colour work, research or producing tafaut.

Mrs J Hayes

Team Leader, Art
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Art and Design - Fine Art

The course focuses upon developing, refining aneinedng skills in the core areas of
drawing, painting, 2D image making, mixed medial khd sculpture.

Course description

The course will provide opportunities for studemts provide drawn images and
experience ‘making marks’ using pencil, graphitearcoal, pastels, inks etc. Work
will be both large and small scale 2D and 3D, aditwy to the subject and individual
preference. Traditional painting techniques wel taught and applied to a range of
conventional and unconventional surfaces. 2D wuitkutilise found objects, wire,
mod-roc and card. Print techniques will use rebeffaces and Intaglio block
methods. The use of ICT will enhance ideas andnigaes. Students will research
and be inspired by the work of both contemporarg past artists, craftspeople and
designers.

Assessment
Assessment has two strands

1. Coursework portfolio -  60% ]
] of final mark
2. Externally set task 40% |

Students will be required to produce a portfoliowadrk which will encourage the
development of a personal approach.

The externally set task will challenge studentddmonstrate their skills by producing
individual work in an independent and original manrPapers will be issued from 1
January in the year of examination to give studemtBmited preparation time.
However, their final responses have to be complietd® hours of supervised time.

Continuous assessment of coursework (graded A*)tenables students to monitor
their development in meeting with objectives. Wiadincomponents of a project are
complete an overall grade is awarded.

Assessment Objectives
Candidates must demonstrate their ability to:

A0l develop their ideas through investigations timfed by contextual and other
sources demonstrating analytical and cultural wtdading.

AO02 refine their ideas through experimenting aniécang appropriate resources,
media, materials, techniques and processes.

AO3 record ideas, observations and insights reket@rheir intentions in visual
and/or other forms

A04 present a personal, informed and meaningfulpaese demonstrating
analytical and critical understanding, realisingteiitions and where
appropriate, making connections between visualttew oral or other
elements.
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Homework

This plays an integrgbart in building the coursework project portfohad will vary
in format from collecting materials, to researchartists and drawing from objects.

Sometimes students will be allocated this timexterd their classwork progress. All
tasks are set on a weekly basis.

Mrs J Hayes

Team Leader, Art
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Art Graphic Communication

Course Description

Students will demonstrate the communication of alismeaning through images in
response to specific tasks. They will work to aige brief, issue or concept for
problem solving and demonstrate the ability to gav@ersonal response. A much
more controlled use of media will be used thanhenArt and Design course.

Students will undertake a series of projects, wihdtus upon illustration, packaging,
printing, typography, calligraphy, poster desigwe. etEach project will challenge
students to respond to the examination criterigisfial Recording, Understanding of
contexts in art, craft and design, Practical dgualent, Realising intentions. The
development of appropriate styles of presentatiod sequential planning will be
taught throughout and candidates will be expecteddeémonstrate skills in an
appropriate variety of media and techniques.

Students will be encouraged to use ICT equipmarth ®s, the scanner and digital
camera and to employ graphics software to devedgpniques of digital imagery
manipulation in order to extend their experience enhance their coursework.

Assessment

Coursework will normally be based upon one projeat term which will be graded
A*-E upon completion.

Students generally enjoy working to the challengiiegign briefs, which allow neat
and precise presentation of projects.

Marking is 60% coursework and 40% examination.
Homework

Homework is an essential and integral element efdburse as it forms part of the
essential coursework. Research and developmenk wdt be carried out in
sketchbooks on a weekly basis and will take a tsaoéformats.

Mrs J Hayes

Team Leader, Art
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Art and Design - Photography

Course description

The course is designed for students who wish teeldevtheir skills in the use of
digital photography. They will work to a designefy demonstrating their ability to
produce a personal response to an idea, issueguoictheme.

The students will be required to produce projectdictv will include
critical/contextual work in one or more areas obfaigraphy, such as environmental
photography, portraiture, documentary and/or photwhalism, experimental
imagery, working from objects, still life and/oretmatural world, showing in their
work an appreciation of viewpoint, composition, ttepf field and movement. They
will be expected to show how ideas, feelings andmiregs are conveyed within their
imagery and study the work of contemporary prawigrs as well as those from
different eras, in order to inform their work. Thidents will be taught appropriate
use of techniques related to downloading, imageipoigation, printing, presentation,
layout and mounting

Due to the need to use specialist technology théiebe a limit to the number of students
who can enrol onto this course.

Assessment

Controlled assessment (coursework) will be baseuh tipe completion of one project
a term and will comprise 60% of the final mark.| wrk completed in class and at
home will be in included in this.

The externally set task, which takes 40% of theksyawill be produced in response to
a brief set by the examination board. Papers wilidsued from 1 January in the year
of examination to give students unlimited prepawrattime. However, their final
responses have to be completed in 10 hours of wapdrtime.

Assessment Objectives
Candidates must demonstrate their ability to:

AO1 develop their ideas through investigations fimfed by contextual and other
sources demonstrating analytical and cultural wtdading.

A02 refine their ideas through experimenting aniecang appropriate resources,
media, materials, techniques and processes.

AO03 record ideas, observations and insights reket@rheir intentions in visual
and/or other forms

AO4 present a personal, informed and meaningfulpaese demonstrating
analytical and critical understanding, realisingtemtions and where
appropriate, making connections between visualttew oral or other
elements.
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Homework

Homework is an essential part of the course apaiisof the coursework expected. It
will often require practical work, research or deyenent of class work which
comprises an important part of the current project.

Mrs J Hayes

Team Leader, Art
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Drama

GCSE Drama follows the EDEXCEL Syllabus.
Course description

What will the lessons consist of?

The programme of study is fundamental to dramadesigned to allow students to
explore the subject by acquiring the skills andiegues needed to appreciate drama.
Your knowledge and understanding of drama will dewethrough a practical
experience so the focus is on developing the skilieded for performance and
production.

What skills will you learn?

All techniques and dramatic skills are approachaing the course to enable you to
have a complete experience of performance as wetiehnical theatre. The course
will allow you to develop your skills of the subjeand your individual, personal and
social skills.

Are there any hidden extras?

Students arrange extra rehearsal time after sowbheh preparing for the practical
examination. There is also a compulsory requirenterittend theatre performances
during the course that are arranged by the DrarmaanTe

What do people enjoy most about this course?

The majority of lessons allow you the opportuniiywork in a practical way. Many
students enjoy this way of working and say thdtelps them to be more confident
individuals, developing all personal and sociallski

What normally causes most difficulty?

At first some students are a little apprehensivauaiberforming in front of their new
classmates. After a few weeks students tell ustkiio longer concerns them.

The coursework structure and timescale often catshalents out. It is important that
you realise that to complete the course a portfoliarritten work has to accompany
the practical grade to complete the course. Thisumts to 60% of the overall grade.

Assessment

What form do examinations and coursework take?

30% - Exploration of creative and structural aspettdrama
30% - Exploring play texts and live theatre
40% - Final group performance pieces

Written work and practical work are assessed duyiegr 10 and 11. The portfolio
takes the form of critical evaluations of the twagtically explored units of work.

Mr J Frost

Team Leader, Drama
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Music

GCSE music and music technology are predominantictigal subjects and the
boundaries are fairly wide. You will be encouragedexplore these to the full,
developing new techniques within performance, casitjom and listening skills.

Whilst you will be given background knowledge irckaof these skills, you will be
encouraged to work using your own initiative angledlep your own musical interests
and strengths and make full use of any opportutatperform both in and out of
school.

The music course is aimed at students with expegiém playing an instrument who
can confidently read music (not tab.). Much of thaching will require students to
understand traditional notation. Students who Heaent to play a musical instrument
and taken associated board examinations will ballidsuited to this course as they
will have experience already in the performancesetspf the course (which makes up
30% of the overall assessment). Students who heatvievaed higher associated board
grades should give this course serious considaratoit will develop their all round
musicianship skills in areas such as composindiatahing.

Course Description

Music GCSE is divided into four components:

1. Composition = 25%

2. Performance = 25%

3. Integrated Assignment = 25%

4. Listening and Appraising = 25%
Listening

You will learn about a wide range of musical styfesm traditional Western music to
music from other cultures, appreciating their vadne place within society today.
Composition

Year 10 - You will learn a variety of composition techoip and study various styles
of composition, whilst incorporating these new t@ges into compositions of your
own, writing for various instruments and ensembles.

Year 11 - You will be expected to explore your compositiskills further and
develop your own interests and strengths in yourpmsition work.

The use of Music Technology will be encouraged murthis component of the
course.

Performance

You will provide a solo and an ensemble performantgernally assessed and
moderated by AQA.

You will be expected to do regular practice at haanel regularly attend an extra
curricular activity offered by the Music Team assthwill help to develop your
performance skills.
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Assessment

Composition (25% of the Total Marks)

A composition based on Area of Study: Music for SaleEvents.

Students will learn a variety of composition tecjugs and study various
styles of compositions whilst incorporating thesewn techniques into
compositions of their own writing for various instnents and ensembles.
Internally assessed and moderated by AQA.

Performance (25% of the Total Marks)

Students must provide a solo and an ensemble peafare.
Internally assessed and moderated by AQA.

Integrated Assignment (25% of the Total Marks)

One composition based on an AQA set assignmernihgrfsom one of the
four Areas of Study.

This assignment will be issued at the beginninthefspring term.
Externally assessed.

Listening and Appraising (25% of the Total Marks)

A listening and written paper of 1hr 15mins.

All five Areas of Study will be included. Studentsll be tested on their
knowledge of the key elements of music, history aodd music.

Externally assessed.

Homework

Homework in support of the above, either writterpractical, will be set three times
per week.

Students will be expected to attend at least orikeoéxtra curricular activities
offered by the music team.

Mr G Morley

Team Leader, Music
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Music (Technology)

The music technology course is aimed at studentshale less experience in playing
a musical instrument or who have a real interestisimg music technology for
recording and producing music. There is no requéngnto read music as this will be
taught as part of the course. The course is ideallgd to students who have recently
taken up a musical instrument (such as guitar, drurass or singing) and who have
an interest in recording and performing on thesdriments. If students are not
currently playing a musical instrument but are riested in this course, they should
contact a member of the music team regarding begiriassons on an instrument.

Due to the number of PC music workstations, theteb& a limit on the number of
students who can enrol onto this course.

If you are in any way unsure about which course ld/dae most suitable, please
discuss this with a member of the music team.

Course Description / Assessment
Paper 1 Performing 30%

Sequencing (15%), Recording (15%)
Paper 2 Composition 30%

Composing (15%), Arranging (15%)
Paper 3 Listening and appraising 40%
The course is taught through four areas of study:

1. Repetition and contrast in Western Classical M@§i@0 — 1899

2. New directions in Western Classical Music — 190€h present day
3. Popular song in context

4. Rhythms, scales and modes in music from aroundvinkel

Sequencing (15%)

Students will produce a sequenced recording oéegpdf music using Cubase. They
will choose music from one of the four areas ofigtabove and enter the piece in to
the PC using either mouse, MIDI keyboard or a comation of both. Once the music
has been entered, students will edit the data tmdyme a suitably musical
performance.

Recording (15%)

Students will record a piece of music using livetinments (or a combination of live
and sequenced instruments) using the schools liegostlidio. For this component
students will be taking on the role of a produced aill be expected to work and
lead others in the studio.

Composing (15%)

Students will create an original composition basadhe study of one of the four
areas of study above. They will be expected to yweda CD recording of the
composition with a score.
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Arranging (15%)

Students will take a short melody and produce aereled arrangement based on the
given melody. This could take the form of a popukmix / cover version or a more
traditional re-interpretation.

Listening and appraising (40%)

Students will respond to questions based on redogd&racts of music on a CD. This
will take place in an examination lasting for 1h@0rminutes at the end of the course.
The listening extracts will be based on the fowaarof study that have permeated all
aspects of this GCSE course.

Homework

Students have 10 hours to complete each of thersework tasks and they must be
completed under supervised conditions in school.wél@r, preparation for
coursework tasks can be carried out at any timededits will therefore be expected to
use the music facilities to carry out such prepanafor their homework. These
facilities will be made available before and aftehool, and during lunchtimes.

Extra-curricular

In order to develop students all round musicianskils, students on both courses
will be expected to take part in extra-curriculatities. For more information on the
options available please contact a member of th&aaeam.

Course outline and comparison

Performance Composition Listening
30% 30% 40%

Solo— Perform a live solo 2 compositions taken fromA 1 hour 30 minute

on your own instrumentthe areas of study on thdistening examination on
(you will have three listening examination| the following areas of
opportunities  throughoutThese will be producedstudy:

the course) using both Sibelius Western Classical Music
(notation software) and
Ensemble — perform as cypase  (recording & Music in the 28 Century

part of a group or duet.Se uencing software _
(e.g. a duet with twg g g ) Popular Music

singers, a small band etc) World Music

Music

Solc — sequence a piece p2 compositions taken from A 1 hour 30 minute
popular music (this yearthe areas of study on the | listening examination on
Kaiser  Chiefs)  using listening examination. the following areas of
Cubase software These will build on your | study:

understanding of Cubase
Ensemble — Produce & jqinaq in the performance
recording of a piece of ;qhect The compositions| Music in the 28 Century

music of your choice (You i pe partially marked or :
must record at least 1 part oo ofFr)nusic )t/echnology’ Popular Music

e.g. guitar or vocals) World Music

There will be an emphas|s
on technological aspects.

Western Classical Music

Music Technology
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What next?

Both courses (music or music technology) could gad into the Music Technology
‘A’ Level: however, if you are considering the MasA’ Level it is more appropriate

to take the Music option. There is a whole rangetbier course options available
after GCSE’'s other than ‘A’ Level study in both fmming arts and music

technology. Please ask if you would like any furtinéormation.

Mr G Morley

Team Leader, Music
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Dance

Course Description

GCSE Dance focuses on the aesthetic and artistiitiqa of dance and the use of
dance movement as a medium of expression and comation in the performance,
creation and appreciation of dance.

The content has been chosen for the way in whigmn#bles students to develop
knowledge, skills and understanding of creating anthterpreting
images/ideas/concepts embodied in dance developmkatstudy of dance works,
including those of the professional repertoire himitartistic and social contexts, is an
essential component in the development of this tatdeding.

It is the specification’s emphasis on the study lmdw movement can be
designed/formed to communicate and/or evoke reg®otisat places it within the
realms of Performing Arts.

Students need to demonstrate the potential to enigag study of recommended prior
learning dance, which is broadly based. This inetudhe ability to develop
knowledge, skills and understanding of performamt®reography and appreciation
of dance. Previous dance experience and an agtitad this form of artistic

expression are usually required although individeateptions will be made on
assessment and trial basis.

Assessment

Unit 1: Critical Appreciation of Dance (Written Paper) 20%

Unit 2: Set Dance (Practical Examination) 20%

Unit 3: Perform in a Duo/Group Dance (Controlled Asessment) 20%

Unit 4. Choreography (Controlled Assessment) 40%

Homework

Due to the nature of dance, students will needtalact ongoing practice of routines
outside lesson time. In addition there will be ttem homework to reinforce the
theory aspects.

There is support of extra-curricular dance thatweise students to utilise.

J Aspinall

Dance Teacher — The Arts Team
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Physical Education and Sport

Work within the Physical Education and Sport Cwiien Teamis designed to
support, contribute to and complement the broads adinthe school by providing
equality of access for all students to a broadarmdd curriculum.

The curriculum area aims to provide an enjoyablé satisfying programme, with
opportunities for every student to develop phys$ycatocially, emotionally and
cognitively.

Specialist sports college status allows us to offevaried and diverse range of
programmes and accredited courses at Key Stagy dc&ssing personalised study
programmes it is possible to maximise each studefntl potential and develop a
sound knowledge of skills, tactics and compositiam;understanding of analysis for
improvement and possibly most importantly an urntdexding of health and fitness
and an attitude of sport for life.

The full range of personal study programmes avilabKey Stage 4 are:

Core PE Course Choice | Course Choice | Course Choice
Plus Core PE
la. Sport| 1b. GCSE PE | 2. GCSE PE 3. GCSE PE 4. BTEC Sport
Education
Short Course Full Course Double Award
(Core PE) (course choice) | (course choice) | (course choice)
Certificate of| ¥2 GCSE 1 GCSE 2 GCSEs Graded: Pass;
Achievement Merit; Distinction
. . : Equivalent to 4
WHS Completed in Course Choice 1 Course Choice - G%:SES
accreditationl €€ PE lesson 3x lessons pe 6x lessons pe
and thereforq week plus corg week 6x lessons per wee
does not affec| PE lessons incorporating plus core PE

course choice

core PE lessons

Course Descriptions for Choice PE
2) GCSE PE (Full Course)

All the GCSE-level PE qualifications we offer haae50% practical component and
40% theoretical component. The courses are suitetdrmpetent performers who are
interested in sport related topics including Died aNutrition, Health and Fitness
Training Principles, Sponsorship in Sport and Spod the Media. Students should
also enjoy developing skills in a variety of leastep roles including coaching,
officiating and organising.
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3) GCSE PE (Double Award)

Students who have selected GCSE PE as one ofdptanal Course Choices may
wish to use their Core PE lessons to add the vedsired to achieve the GCSE PE
(Double Award) qualification.

This opportunity will be discussed with the relevatudents and parents during the
summer term.

4) BTEC First Diploma in Sport (Performance)

Ratified by QCA as equivalent to 4 GCSEs A* - & BITEC First Diploma in Sport
is a vocational course for those who are seriowsaBE and Sport. The course is
delivered over six lessons a week and studentsstidly six units that are relevant to
their particular interests and aspiration.

The Two Core Units are:

1. The Body in Sport

2. Health, Safety and Injury
The Specialist Units are:

1. The Sports Industry

2. Fitness for Sports Performance

3. Practical Sport

4. Technical Skills and Tactical Awareness for Sport

Students are assessed continually in each unidaadded a pass, merit or distinction.
There is no examination. Students should be awetetihe majority of the course is
delivered theoretically and not practically.

Assessment
See relevant sections in the tables above.
Course Leader

Mr M Vincent
Curriculum Team Leader, Physical Education and Spor
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Religious Studies

Course description
Year 9

Year 9 students study a GCSE Short Course cddlinics, Philosophy and Religion
in Society.’

Currently, students are studying Unit 2: ‘Religionand Life Issues This comprises
the study and application of sacred texts and tegstho the following topics:

Animal Rights
Planet Earth
Prejudice

Early Life

War and Peace
Young People

This unit encourages candidates to reflect updgiosl and life including animal life
and environmental issues, prejudice, the rightifey war and peace, religion and
young people. In the examination candidates will éxpected to illustrate their
answers with reference to relevant examples irtioglao the issues raised, and to
make appropriate references to religious storees;ings and practices that they have
studied.

The option for students wishing to continue witHigleus Studies in Year 10 is that
they complete a further single module in one yéat would ‘top-up’ their Short
Course GCSE to a Full Course qualificati®udents MUST sit the short course
GCSE at the end of Year 9 in order to take this case.

Year 10

In Year 10, students will study Unit 3: “Religion and Morality” and will examine
sacred texts and teachings regarding the follovasges:

Medical Ethics

Religious Attitudes Towards Death
Drug Abuse

Crime and Punishment

Rich and Poor

World Poverty

The aim of this unit is to enable students to asklfendamental questions about the
basis for religious beliefs and behaviour and teestigate ways in which religious
beliefs and values are relevant to specific m@slés and behaviour.
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Assessment

This Full Course GCSE ‘top-up’ will be assessethatend of the academic year by a
1 3/4 hours written exam paper. This course dodsrequire coursework to be

completed. These arrangements also apply to Yetmdents currently studying the
GCSE Short Course.

This is an exciting and inspiring course that alostudents to build on and develop
their knowledge base. By the end of their cur@mbrt Course in Religious Studies,
Year 9 students will have gained a Short Course ES@&lification. By continuing
their studies with the Full Course, students walvé gained a full GCSE by the end of
Year 10 one year in advance of most other GCSHss i$ part of an accelerated RS
and Philosophy programme. After their final GCSEdule at the end of Year 10,
students will follow the syllabus for AS Religio&tudies, making this an ideal
opportunity for students to try their hand at ASrkvavhilst still in Year 11. The
course will cover Religion, Philosophy and Scieffie®mdule 1) and Philosophy and
Ethics (module 2). The modules will be taught ire timetabled RS lessons
throughout Year 11.

As students will be concentrating on taking nineSES at this point, it is prudent that
they spend their time usefully and work on skilatt will not only develop their
thinking, but that will enable them to achieve hygim their GCSEs. Therefore, if the
AS level work does not suit particular studentsréhis the opportunity for students to
use the lesson time in Year 11 as directed stmly tor other subjects.

This course provides the perfect opportunity fadsnts to tailor their curriculum to
suit their needs.

Ms S Davies

Curriculum Team Leader, Social Studies
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Geography

Students who choose geography will follow the WJE&very Hil) GCSE
specification B.

Course Description

The GCSE course is an extension of the geograpbyhgwe studied in the first three
years. In fact that course was especially desigieed preparation for this GCSE
course, SO you are in a very good position to ch@SSE Geography.

The main aim of the course is to prepare you, tjinca geographical perspective, for
life in the 21st century by encouraging you to lo¢hbflexible and adaptable. With
this in mind the emphasis throughout the courseniproblem solving and enquiry
based learning in which selected geographical sssue examined. Students will
develop their understanding of key geographicalcepts including: Place, Space,
Scale, Interdependence, Environmental Interacitysical and Human Processes as
well as Cultural understanding and diversity. lis thvay it is hoped that the learning
experience will enrich your present and future ldther than be separate from it.

It is important to recognise that school geographynot just concerned with
geographical knowledge and understanding but algb whe skills and values
pertinent to young people.

The skills which you will develop are interpretationes such as the understanding,
describing and explaining of data; evaluative sastihe analysis of material and the
ability to develop judgements, as well as problestvieg, research, interpretative,
ICT and communication skills such as the drawingr@ps, diagrams and graphs,
writing and oral discussion.

Coursework is an important part of this course iagdu choose geography you must
be capable of self-discipline, as you will needltoa lot of work using your own time
and initiative.

The course consists 8fThemesas follows:

Theme 1 — “Challenges of Living in a Built Envireament”

Quality of life and standard of living

Contrasting residential places and inequalitigsansing and service provision
Changes in housing and services and its impadti@built and natural environment
Planning issues in urban and rural areas

Urbanisation

Counter urbanisation

Problems caused by leisure activities and visitorsiral areas

Theme 2 — “People and the Natural World Interactiors”

The hydrosphere

How weather and climate affect people
High and low pressure systems
Climate change

Changing ecosystems
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Water supply and water management
Droughts and floods
River and coastal landforms

Theme 3 — “People Work and Development”

Employment structures

Economic development

World trade and interdependence
World aid

Location of economic activities
Multinational companies

Globalisation and the global market
Economic activity and the environment

Assessment
Internal

Examinations based on past paper questions aa¢ €étristmas, Easter and in June of
Year 10. In Year 11, the Mock examinations takacelat Christmas and a short
examination is taken at Easter to test the worlecey after the Mock examination.
Final decisions regarding Foundation or Higher ¢ietry are made in January of Year
11.

External

Coursework (25%) consists of a Cross Unit Task wtfi% and a Course Study
worth 15%, both completed by Christmas of Year 11.

Written examination (75%) consisting of the caselgtPaper 1 or 2 (Foundation or
Higher) worth 45%, which will examine the Core Wn#&nd a problem solving Paper
3 or 4, (Foundation or Higher) worth 30%.

Homework

Your geography teacher will ensure that quality bamrk and varied homework
tasks are set. Homework is set strictly in linéhwhe school's current policy.

Mr J Walker

Curriculum Team Leader, Geography
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History

Course Description

GCSE History builds on the work you have done imiY@ by focusing on aspects of
the Twentieth Century. Therefore, you will be faarilwith some of the history you
will be studying, which will make it easier to umd&nd, whilst many topics will be
brand new to you. You will also be taught to depeymur historical skills such as
examining and judging evidence and writing arguseatiout controversial subjects
in the Twentieth Century.

Unit 1 : International Relations ; Conflict and Peae in the Twentieth Century

1. The Origins of the First World Wa+ This unit will look at the development of
alliance systems, the arms race and various crigéinating in the
assassination of Franz Ferdinand and the outbifeatro

2. Hitler's foreign policy and the origins of the SecbWorld War— To what
extent was Hitler the only cause of World War TwidRler's aggressive
policies as well as the failure of the Allies tameat these will be the focus for
this unit.

3. The Origins of the Cold War 1945 — 195%Why did the USA and the USSR
become rivals after World War Two? This unit wibwer issues such as the
nuclear arms race, the Iron Curtain, Berlin Blockahd the Korean War.

Unit 2 : Twentieth Century Depth Studies

1. The Roaring 20’s : USA 1918 — 1929Why did the USA become such a
prosperous nation? How did society divide betwdarsé who were wealthy
and those who suffered? The Ku Klux Klan, prohdritiand the Wall Street
Crash will be studied here.

2. Hitler's Germany 1929 — 1939 Beginning with Hitler’s rise to power and
ending with the outbreak of World War Two this uoavers the Gestapo, SS
and concentration camps as well as Hitler's econglicies and policies of
social control.

3. The USA and Vietnam : Failure abroad and at hon@& 191975~ How did
an undeveloped nation such as North Vietham deteatUSA? Tactical
differences as well as the changing mood in the USAdia coverage and
political issues feature in this unit.

Unit 3 : Historical Enquiry (Coursework) : the Brit ish People in War

The key questions to answer are...

How did the First and Second World War change thg of life of the people
of Britain?
To what extent and why did the British people hdiferent experiences in
World Wars One and Two?
The historical enquiry will be source based and galver topics such as recruitment,
propaganda, rationing, evacuation, the Blitz, tle of women and attitudes to war.
Answers to the coursework questions will be planiredlass and written under
controlled (examination) conditions to ensure thath student produces their own
work and ideas.
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Assessment

There are two written examinations and one courgevassignment in controlled
conditions.

Paper 1 = Unit 1. 1 hour 45 minutes / 60 marks.$%vof overall grade.
Paper 2 = Unit 2. 1 hour 45 minutes / 60 marks.$%vof overall grade.
Coursework = controlled assessment (approx 4 h@s%) of overall grade.
Homework

You will have one or two homeworks each week, mahwhich will be past GCSE
exam questions. This means that you will have plesit practice and be fully
prepared for the final exams. We will teach you iMhe examiners are looking for
and how to answer the questions to get full marks: will learn how to analyse and
evaluate all kinds of evidence and be able to wrgat, concise and well-reasoned
arguments.

Summary

The history of the Twentieth Century is packed wlscinating questions. If you
have a keen interest in the past and enjoy thecehtmmake up your own mind and
argue your own point of view, you will find GCSEdthry exciting, challenging and,
with hard work, ultimately rewarding.

Mr A.Gaskarth

Curriculum Team Leader, History
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Business Studies

Course Description

Business Studies is the study of business orgamisatand how they operate.
Business can be defined as the process of makimgfih by providing the goods and
services that people want to buy.

As a student of business studies you will learnualitbe internal operations of an
organisation and the external activities that cafiuénce business activity and
decisions. This means that you will investigate #&warn about business activities
such as:

Ownership and control of business
The management of people within a business
Marketing
Production
Financial control and reporting
How the government helps and controls business
The GCSE course is divided into three parts:
Unit 1 — Setting up a business — 1 hour writtepgpa  (40%)
Unit 2 — Growing as a business — 1 hour writtenepap (35%)
Unit 3 — Investigating business — controlled assest  (25%)

The aim of the course is to develop a knowledgewarierstanding of the core topics
in a range of contexts that makes use of relentihology, concepts and methods.

Assessment

The examination is set at two tiers, Foundation Higher. For each tier there are
two examinations and controlled assessment (seeabo

Homework

Homework is set regularly twice a week in the foofnone written task and one
learning/research task.

As a student of business studies you should hawetarest in current business affairs
and be prepared to read widely around the subjecteiwspapers and magazines.
There are also many television programmes thatfoaouthe business community.

Miss C Baines & Mrs J McHarg

Curriculum Team Leaders, Business Studies
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Business and Communications Systems
BACS

Course description

You are introduced to various aspects of the wofldusiness and encouraged to
consider the impact of the business environmentkmace organisation, human
resources management and effective communicatigheorunning of businesses.

The recent rapid advances in the use of ICT hawengbusinesses access to a wealth
of information, through more efficient communicatiand reduced the time and effort
required for many administrative tasks. You wilvaahe opportunity to study these
benefits, as well as issues such as the need ferusa of ICT equipment and the
importance of the security of data.

By studying this course you will acquire useful gireal skills in a wide range of
computer applications in business contexts.

This course of study will be of practical use anerspnal value in building a
foundation of knowledge, understanding and skildich could form a basis for
further study and assist in future employment.

It lays an appropriate foundation for further stumfyBusiness Studies, ICT and/or
other related subjects, and for the world of work.

Assessment
Candidates are entered for either the Higher onéation tier.

Practical Exam Paper: 1 hour 30 minutes contrakest which is undertaken while
sat at a computer. Worth 35% of the marks

Written Paper: a 1 hour theory examination. Wd@Po of the marks.
Controlled Assessment: a research task undertakerhpbol. Worth 25%
Course content

The themes that make up the subject content are:

The Business Environment;

Workplace Organisation;

Administration,

Human Resources;

Communication;

The use of ICT in the Business Environment;
Computer Applications in the Business Environment:
File Management;

Word processing;

Spreadsheets and charts;

Web authoring and presentations;
Databases;

Graphics and Clipart;

Composition.
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Homework
Homework is set once a week.

As a student of business and communication syst@usshould have an interest in
the practical use of business and ICT in the woskrenment.
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French

The GCSE course is designed to build on the knaydexhd skills that you acquired
in Key Stage 3, increasing your ability to undemstaand communicate in a wide
range of situations. It will prepare you for fusthianguage courses both in school
and college, and for language courses, which aregbeffered increasingly by
businesses as part of their training.

Course Description
The course will cover four main areas for study:
1. LIFESTYLE

This includesHealth e.g. issues concerning smoking, alcohol and drugglthy and
unhealthy eating habits afklationships and Choice®.g. fundraising, social issues
with regard to race or poverty and relationshiphvamily and friends.

2. LEISURE

This includeskEree Time and the Mediae.g. shopping, fashion, free time activities
and new technology ardolidays e.g. local customs, eating out and tourist attoasti

3. HOME AND ENVIRONMENT

This includesHome and Local Area,e.g. facilities for young people and current
problems facing the environment

4. WORK AND EDUCATION including School/College and Future Plan®.g.
routine and extra curricular activities a@dirrent and Future Jobs e.g. advantages
of different jobs

Assessment

Listening and Reading will be assessed as an exdiminat the end of Year 11 and
represents in total 40% of the total marks. Spepliill be two tasks, one on a topic
of your own choice and there will be two writingska both of which will take the
form of controlled assessments. The Speaking antng/tests account for 60% of
the total and will be completed in Year 11.

Homework

Homework will be set twice per week. Vocabularariéng will continue to be
regularly tested and homework will consist of shortlong-term reading, written
assignments or preparation for conversation.

There will be an opportunity to participate in givio France at Easter in Year 10 to
help improve your vocabulary and spoken FrencloviBion will be made for you to
attend a conversation class during Year 10 and 11.

Mrs S George

Team Leader, Modern Foreign Languages
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German

The GCSE course is designed to build on the knaydexhd skills that you acquired
in Key Stage 3, increasing your ability to undemstaand communicate in a wide
range of situations. It will prepare you for fusthianguage courses both in school
and college, and for language courses, which aregbeffered increasingly by
businesses as part of their training.

Course Description
The course will cover four main areas for study:
1. LIFESTYLE

This includesHealth e.g. issues concerning smoking, alcohol and diogglthy and
unhealthy eating habits afklationships and Choice®.g. fundraising, social issues
with regard to race or poverty and relationshipghvamily and friends.

2. LEISURE

This includeskEree Time and the Mediae.g. shopping, fashion, free time activities
and new technology ardolidays e.g. local customs, eating out and tourist attoasti

3. HOME AND ENVIRONMENT

This includesHome and Local Area, e.g.facilities for young people and current
problems facing the environment

4. WORK AND EDUCATION including School/College and Future Plans.g.
routine and extra curricular activities a@airrent and Future Jobs e.g. advantages
of different jobs

Assessment

Listening and Reading will be assessed as an exdiminat the end of Year 11 and
represents in total 40% of the total marks. Spepliill be two tasks, one on a topic
of your own choice and there will be two writingska both of which will take the
form of controlled assessments. The Speaking antng/tests account for 60% of
the total and will be completed in Year 11.

Homework

Homework will be set twice per week. Vocabulararleng will continue to be
regularly tested and homework will consist of shortlong term reading, written
assignments, or preparation for conversation lesson

During the course of Year 10, you will be given thgportunity of taking part in a
visit to Germany to help improve your German. Psmn will be made for you to
attend conversation lessons in Year 10 and/or Y&ar

Mrs S George

Team Leader, Modern Foreign Languages
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Spanish

This is an exciting opportunity to develop youreirgst in languages: this course is
offered only to students who are currently study8manish in Year 9. We would
normally expect students to continue with thestflanguage i.e. German or French to
GCSE and study Spanish as a second Modern Foraigguiage.

The GCSE course is designed to develop the langskilie that you acquired in Key

Stage 3, enabling you to understand and communic@evide range of situations. It
will prepare you for further language study bothsichool and college, and for
language courses, which are being offered incrghsiny businesses as part of their
training.

Course Description
The course will cover four main areas for study:

1. LIFESTYLE

This includesHealth e.g. issues concerning smoking, alcohol and drugglthy and
unhealthy eating habits afRklationships and Choice®.g. fundraising, social issues
with regard to race or poverty and relationshiphvamily and friends.

2. LEISURE

This includesFree Time and the Mediae.g. shopping, fashion, free time activities
and new technology aridolidays e.g. local customs, eating out and tourist attoasti

3. HOME AND ENVIRONMENT

This includesHome and Local Area, e.g. facilities for young people and current
problems facing the environment

4. WORK AND EDUCATION including School/College and Future Plan®.g.
routine and extra curricular activities a@dirrent and Future Jobs e.g. advantages
of different jobs

Assessment

Listening and Reading will be assessed as an exdiminat the end of Year 11 and
represents in total 40% of the total marks. Spepliill be two tasks, one on a topic
of your own choice and there will be two writingska both of which will take the
form of controlled assessments. The Speaking antné/tests account for 60% of
the total and will be completed in Year 11.

Homework

Homework will be set 2 times per week. Vocabulbrgrning will continue to be
regularly tested and homework will consist of shortlong-term reading, written
assignments or preparation for conversation.

Mrs S George

Team Leader, Modern Foreign Languages
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Media Studies

You will follow the AQA’s syllabus in GCSE Media &ties, analysing a wide range
of media including both print and moving image $ex¥ou will investigate the
techniques used to produce modern media and usatvdedge you gain to produce
a piece of media of their own.

Course Description
Candidates study four of the ‘Key Concepts’ relgiio media:

Media Language

This looks at how media texts are put togetherh kot terms of their technical
features and the way the texts are organised. Yiludentify the ways in which

different media are constructed and then use yoatyses to construct your own
media pieces.

Audiences

You will study the way different texts are desigrtedappeal to different groups of
people, and how we respond to and influence thaan¥du will also look at the way
audiences are ‘segmented’ in order to target th@émdifferent products and services,
and realise that you are the most important path@fprocess — after all, without an
audience there is no point in creating media!

Institutions

Who makes the media? Who regulates it? These arqubstions you will ask (and
find the answers to) when you study this Key Cohc¥pu will also investigate how
the various institutions influence the texts that produced.

Representation

You will analyse how people and social groups amgrayed in the media, including
celebrities and media-created social groups sudheakhav’. You will analyse the

way these representations are constructed, and eatmmpon whether you feel that
these representations are fair and accurate. To ext@nt are our opinions of people
influenced by what we see in the media?

Assessment
The course is assessed through coursework (60%4 amiten examination (40%).
Coursework

Candidates complete three pieces of coursework p@ce being between 700 and
800 words in length. Each piece of coursework atstiains a practical element.

Examination

Examination (the ‘Controlled Test’)

Candidates complete two tasks on a prescribed tpi@. They receive the materials
in advance, and the test is externally marked.

There are two tiers of entrifoundation andHigher.
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Candidates entered for the Foundation tier caneaehgrades up to a grade C, and
candidates entered for the Higher tier can achigvi® an A* grade.

The tier that you are entered for depends upon peformance during the course.

Smaller tasks are regularly set throughout thessto help students consolidate their
understanding of the Key Concepts and allow regtdémcher assessment. It is
essential that all these tasks are completed ag wi# greatly assist your
understanding of what is, for most, a brand newesiib

Miss C. Howell

Media Studies Co-ordinator
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Statistics GCSE

“There are three kinds of lies—lies, damned lied statistics.”
Benjamin Disraeli
Course Description

Statistics paint a picture of who we are, where wive and what we do. It helps
people to make decisions which change our lives.

Statistics is a subject which combines theoretaehs with mathematical models and
practical applications. It is a hands on, practmabject which deals with obtaining,

representing and processing data in order to makelasions about what data is

telling us. The course is specifically designegrovide students with a broader base
of statistical understanding building upon theiryK&tage 3 mathematics data
handling knowledge.

How will | be taught?

Statistics is taught in mixed ability groups fore@ lessons a week, one of which will
usually be in an ICT suite. The course will be taugrough a wide range of practical
tasks, providing students with opportunities toigiesind collate results from surveys,
to use ICT (Microsoft Excel and Autograph packagasyl to use the Internet to
source real data.

There will be cross-curricular links, drawing ore ttatistical content of other subject
areas such as geography, science, business stedmmics and psychology. Many
occupations demand the use or interpretation ¢stal data and students will gain
an insight into the practical uses of statisticshie real world. This will enable them
to make informed judgements about, for exampleybat is presented in the media.

The course is assessed through one written exaonratd a piece of coursework, at
either Foundation (C to G grades) or Higher ley¢ltp C grades)

Students from any mathematics set may take thestgtatcourse. The course content
will complement and help significantly with someeas studied in the GCSE
mathematics course. Those who may wish to studyenaatics at ‘A’ level would
particularly enjoy and benefit from taking the cemir

Assessment
Foundation tier Higher tier
GradesC -G Grades A*-D
Written Paper: 2 hours (75% of total | Written Paper: 2.1/2 hours (75% of total
marks) marks)
Coursework 25% of total marks Coursework 25% of total marks

Coursework is normally one extended piece of wargroject, set and marked by the
teacher and moderated by the examination board.

Mr R Edge

Curriculum Team Leader, Mathematics
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Information and Communications Technology

Course Description

Students taking ICT at Key Stage 4 will be taughtide range of skills designed to
stimulate creativity and develop real-world, preatiskills that will motivate learning
across a wide range of subjects. Students wilhledwout traditional ICT applications
such as Word-processing, Spreadsheets, Databasssnfations, Internet and e-mail
as well as more creative ICT applications such &bWage Design, Digital Image
Manipulation and Computer Animation.

All students are taught the use of the industrpddiad software applications (such as,
Microsoft and Adobe software) and gain practicgbenence in the application of

technology using ‘real world’ scenarios. The coupsepares students both for the
world of work and further education and offers tpportunity to learn valuable skills

and gain experience in techniques such as resqaajbct management, prototyping,
testing and evaluation methods.

There will be two main accreditation routes offetedstudents studying ICT. Both
routes will provide students with a GCSE level dfiction with results equivalent to
A* - G. The choice of accreditation route will besclissed with students at the start of
the course and will be chosen to ensure that iddali students are provided with the
appropriate opportunity to maximize their potentiAl number of factors will be
considered when selecting the appropriate accteitaroute including teacher
assessment and prior assessment results from l&gg St The choice of assessment
route will be communicated to parents towards tiek @& the autumn term in Year 10.

For both accreditation routes, all students wiltus initially on a qualification
equivalent to a single GCSE. However, there wilebeopportunity for some students
to advance to a double GCSE equivalent dependingndividual ability and
commitment. Where appropriate, parents and studeilitbe informed of this option
(usually at the start of Year 11).

Assessment

All ICT qualifications are assessed by a seriesanfrsework assignments. Students
will complete the assignments by undertaking aesenf practical tasks during
lessons. These are submitted either in the foretcdditional paper based portfolio of
evidence or an e-Portfolio (website) which is subedi electronically. Consequently,
there is no written examination for this subject.

Homework

Homework will consist of some research and praghi@etical assignments designed
to support software-skills development and in prapan for coursework, which is
completed during lessons.

Mr D Allcock
Team Leader, ICT
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Design and Technology

Design and Technology - Food Technology

Design and Technology - Textiles Technology

Design and Technology - Graphic Products

Design and Technology - Resistant Materials

Design and Technology - Systems & Control (Eleatsn

The above subjects allow the school to meet theNalt Curriculum requirements for
Design and Technology, through different focus syeaKey Stage 4.

In each the emphasis is on designing and makingdugts, building on the knowledge
and understanding of industrial practices and apglgystems and control developed
in Key Stage 3. Students are advised to do ong¢yadrthe above areas or to discuss
possible combinations with their teacher.

Design and Technology - Food Technology GCSE AQA
Course Description

Both practical and theory work during which studemvestigate, design, make and
evaluate using food as a material to develop prizdudth a specific function or
which fulfil a specific need. Students acquire \ierlge of the complex nature of
food, its unique properties, and the effect of pesing. Students learn to select
appropriate tools and equipment for cutting, forgnishaping and finishing food and
acquire knowledge and experience through focusadtipal tasks and assignments,
which enable a range of skills and processes taéweloped. The knowledge,
understanding and skills required are obtainedhm ¢ontext of the 'one-off' and
prototype in an industrial setting.

Existing food products are investigated, analysed evaluated. Students learn to
apply relevant knowledge of food science to thetexinin which they are working or
the product they are developing.

The use of I.C.T. as an appropriate means of madedind communicating ideas is
an essential component of the course, as is thiicappn of skills, knowledge and
understanding from other subjects including artth@anatics and science.

Students work both individually and as members tdaan to develop technological
capability through activities, which involve:

A range of contexts, materials and processes

Selecting and using material resources effectively
Developing practical ability and designing with &idence
Making and modifying products and systems

Considering the effects and implications of tecbgalal activity

Encouraging their critical and aesthetic abiligesbling them to evaluate

design and technological activity including theivro
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Students who enjoy working with food to developatiee ideas and produce quality
products will find the course very interesting.islparticularly relevant for students
who wish to follow a career in one of the many apgs available at all levels within
the food industry.

Homework

Homework is directly linked to class work, set oregular basis each week and
involves research, recall, preparation of food @dggnts, completion of tasting trials,
surveys and evaluation of practical work. Studeiotsieed to provide their own
ingredients on most occasions and a practical heissscheduled weekly.

Assessment

All ongoing work is marked A — G.
Examination

Coursework - 60%

A single extended Design and Technology task tbthestwo assessment objectives
of designing and making. Students are requiredotwsider industrial practices and
the application of system and control, and includiin the task short focused and
investigative activities.

Board set project outlines are provided for thiskvo
Final date for completion - Easter.

Theory Paper - 40%

2 hours duration - A*-G

Students will be issued with a preparation sheetMiawrch in the year of the
examination. This gives advance notice of the giesiontext for most of the
examination questions.

Mrs N Firth
Curriculum Team Leader, Design and Technology
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Design and Technology - Graphic Products

Course Description

Students are taught to use designing and commiomncakills to design graphic
products. They then select appropriate process&tgrials and techniques to produce
a quality product that would fulfil a real life dgs situation.

The opportunity to design, make and evaluate wall diven in design and make
assignments in which students will work on needsirag from real life including
existing products, artefacts and systems.

Focused practical tasks will be tackled periodicalhich will be skill and knowledge
based and directly relevant to their design ander@ssignment.

When designing and making students must identifypr@mriate sources of
information and use them to help generate ideakey Wwill investigate familiar
products to help develop their ideas. They devalepign specifications and use
these to formulate a design proposal. They consiaefuture of their products and
design for product maintenance. They make prelnyir8B dimensional models to
explore and test their design thinking and use &rmdrawing methods to
communicate their intentions.

Students will then produce plans, which predict tinge needed to carry out their
choice of materials and components appropriatestoefjuipment and processes.
They must work skilfully and precisely and ensuire ffinishing to produce their

guality product. They then test and evaluate theiducts in use and identify ways of
improving them.

Typically students may work on assignments basegaokaging, product modelling,
corporate image and product promotion.

Students who enjoy working on problems, like graplend modelling and are able to
produce neat and tidy work should find this counseresting and rewarding.

Homework

This is directly linked to class work and is set @mregular basis. Students will
typically be collecting research material, workimg design problems, modelling and
drawing.

Assessment

All ongoing work is marked A - G. The designingdamaking elements are both
marked on the completion of an assignment.

Examination

Coursework - 60%

This is a single extended design and make taskighaidertaken in Year 10 and 11.
This project must take the form of a completedfadesupported by design work
presented as a folio. Students must be organisgédnativated to successfully tackle
their project.

Final date for completion — Easter.

Theory paper - 40%

2 hours duration - Higher Tier (A* - D)

2 hours duration - Foundation Tier (C-G)

Wilmslow High School - Year 10 Course Choices - September 2009 Page No. 56



Students will be issued with a preparation sheetMiawch in the year of the
examination. This gives advance notice of the giesiontext for most of the
examination questions.

Mrs N Firth
Curriculum Team Leader, Design and Technology
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Design and Technology - Resistant Materials GCSE  AQA

Course Description

The course includes both practical and theory wdnkre students are designing and
making artefacts related principally to the maten@ood, metal and plastics.

The course aims to:

Enable students to combine their designing and mgeskills with knowledge
and understanding in order to design and maketgyaibducts

Enable students to become more technologically awar

Give students the opportunity to apply skills, kiedge and understanding
from other subjects including mathematics, sciearue art.

Develop the design and technological capabilitgtidents through activities,
which involve a range of contexts, materials, psses and lead to practical
results.

Give students the opportunities to develop praktibdities and the
importance to design, make and modify products.

Encourage students’ critical and aesthetic akslitie

This will be achieved mainly through design and enassignments and focused
practical tasks. Typically students may work onigrssents based on storage, toys
and clocks.

Because this course demands active workshop erperieand leads to the

appreciation and production of work of quality & vital that students are well

motivated. They must take a responsible attitodeoimework and class work if they

are to successfully complete the projects they takle. Student’s who are able to do
this, like problem solving and working with hard texdals, will enjoy this subject.

Homework

This is directly linked to class work and is setamegular basis. Students will be
involved in research, working on design problemd drawing. It will also back up
their knowledge and understanding of processesmatt and tools.

Assessment

All ongoing work is marked A - G. The designingdamaking elements are both
marked on the completion of an assignment.

Examination
Coursework - 60 %

This will consist of two elements, designing andking, but the project should be
approached as an integrated design and make gctidhiich results in a usable and
useful product. This will be undertaken in Yearal@ 11.

Final date for completion — Easter.

Theory paper - 40 %

2 hours duration - A* - G

Students will be issued with a preparation she&tanch in the year of the
examination. This gives advance notice of thegitesontext for most of the
examination questions.

Mrs N Firth
Curriculum Team Leader, Design and Technology
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Design and Technology - Textile Technology GCSE AQA

Course Description

The course incorporates both practical activity trebretical elements. Students will
develop the following skills; research, analysiayestigation, problem solving,

designing, communication and construction methedsted to textiles. The context
can be either a) fashion garments and accessarib} fornishings which enhance
indoor and outdoor spaces and environments. Stsideiti also explore industrial

practices and the alternative aspects to a cameedebign such as marketing,
advertising and branding.

The course enables students to combine designihgnaking skills with knowledge
and understanding to design and make individualiléeyroducts which will be
functional, creative, aesthetically pleasing andlleimging. They must work skilfully
and precisely in order to produce a quality prodaed be able to reflect on their
progress and review critically on their final outoes.

Students have the opportunity to apply skills, kiemlge and understanding from
other subjects including art, information techngiogathematics and science.

Students work both individually and as members téaan to develop technological
capability through activities, which involve:

A range of contexts, materials and processes

Selecting and using material resources effectively
Developing practical ability and designing with édence
Making and modifying products

Considering the effects and implications of tecbgalal activity

Encouraging their critical and aesthetic abiligesbling them to evaluate
design and technological activity including theivro

Students who enjoy developing creative ideas intality textile products will find
the course very interesting. It is particularliexant for students who wish to follow
a career in either fashion or interior design

Homework

Homework is directly linked to class work; it istsn a regular basis each week, and
involves research, recall, preparation of topiceriat and practical work related to
design work.

Assessment

All ongoing work is marked A — G.
Examination

Coursework - 60%

A single extended Design and Technology task ist@etest the two assessment
objectives of designing and making, completed duXear 11. It consists of a design
portfolio and a final textile product. Studenteddo have good organisational skills
and be highly motivated to successfully tackledbersework.

Final date for completion - Easter
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Theory paper - 40%
2 hours duration - A* -G

Students will be issued with a preparation sheetMiarch in the year of the
examination. This gives advance notice of the gfesiontext for most of the
examination questions.

Mrs N Firth
Curriculum Team Leader, Design and Technology
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Design and Technology — Systems & Control (Electron  ics)
GCSE AQA

Course Description

This is a product design-based course which withaktudents to specialise in an
area of Design and Technology where you will lestvout designing, making and
evaluating quality products. The course includeath Ipractical and theory work
where students are designing and making artefaactbining the core subject of
electronic systems with the focus technology of m@ésms. Students will work in a
dedicated systems and control suite using a widgeraf materials.

The course aims to:

Enable students to combine their designing and mgaskills with knowledge
and understanding of electronics in order to deaighmake quality products.

Enable students to identify control systems withigir environment.

Enable students to problem solve through a sefipseedetermined stages.
Enable students to identify and combine differeatarials.

Using a series of activities develop their desigd technological capabilities.

This course requires the students to have an awdlyind and a keen interest in
electronics. Problem solving both theoreticallg gmactically is a prominent part of
the course and computers are used frequently ist assheir learning.

This will be achieved mainly through design and maksignments and focused
practical tasks. Students are encouraged to findt®ns and problems within the
environment to be the main focus of their project.

Homework

Homework is directly linked to class work; it i @ a regular basis each week, and
involves research, recall, preparation of topicarat and practical work related to
design work.

Assessment

All ongoing work is marked A - G. The designingdamaking elements are both
marked on the completion of an assignment

Examination
Coursework - 60 %

Students will produce a 3-dimensional product whidh combine electronics and
mechanisms alongside of a precise design foldérs Will be undertaken in Year 10
and 11.

Final date for completion - Easter

Theory Paper — 40%
2 hours duration - A*-G

This paper contains questions requiring the evimoadf processes and products
including the examination of the wider effects ekijn and technology on society.

Mrs N Firth
Curriculum Team Leader, Design and Technology
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Child Development GCSE AQA

Course Description

Whenever the word 'family' is used it is taken team a household group. The roles
and responsibilities of parents before and afterttinth of a child are included in the

course, and content where possible is related tonalodevelopment. Issues of

contraception and abortion are dealt with as tmgriink with the course content.

The physical care of children, mothers and familieading gradually to aspects
affecting the physical, intellectual, social andotional development of children are

included. All this work is individual, when carng out research, completing

practical work, investigating and completing COwWskek.

Group work includes discussions on video programares evaluation of individual
and class work. Students learn to test and compatkods, materials and equipment
and to develop interpersonal caring skills reldatethe welfare of young children.

Homework

This is directly linked to class work, set on auleg basis each week and involves
surveys, research, preparation and interpretaficmpic material

Assessment

All ongoing work is marked A - G

An explanation of the grades is clearly displayedach room
Examination

Initially all students will embark on the GCSE pragime. At regular intervals
through the first half term the students will coetpl several topic tests, a CACHE
assignment and have frequent conversations withtéscher in relation to their
progress and pathway choice. A decision is thetienas to whether the student
should continue with GCSE or opt to do the CACHEaelv Just after October half
term the students are then assigned to their ness.cl

Year 10 — CACHE Entry Level Certificate

In Year 10, students will complete nine units ofrfkvavhich support the theory
element. The three large units of work are a) Rxagy and the responsible parent b)
Caring for young children c) Play and learninghia home: for each unit a task will
be completed and submitted as coursework. Theesaftd completion of all three
tasks will allow the students to receive a CACHErEhevel Certificate in
Preparation for Child Care.

Year 11 — CACHE Foundation Award

In Year 11, the students can continue on to do émits of work towards the CACHE
Foundation Award in Caring for Children.

Year 11 — GCSE Child Development
Coursework - 50%

In Year 11 students carry out an individual reseaand observational study on a
child of their own choice who is aged between Cerg old. When completing the
individual observational study, 'visits' to the howof a child will be required in order
to record development over a 6-month period. Tduglires the students to work both
independently and responsibly. This study conteb®0% to the final award.
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Final date for completion - Easter
Theory Paper - 50 %
2 hours duration - A*-G

Mrs N Firth
Curriculum Team Leader, Design and Technology
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The Diploma

What are Diplomas?

The Diploma is a new qualification for 14-19 yeddsothat has begun to become available
throughout England since September 2008. It ingodeveloped as part of the government’s
programme of qualification reform in order to widdse choice of courses for young people, to
motivate them and encourage them to continue legriar longer.

In contrast to most other general qualificationsthis age group, the Diploma is based around
work rather than traditional subjects, with itsfelieént “lines of learning” each being designed
to provide a coherent programme of study drawinghenknowledge, skills and experiences
required by the key employment sectors of the UK.

What Diploma lines of learning are available at preent?

For 2009-2011, the Diploma lines of learning ava#ato students through the East Cheshire
14-19 Partnership are:

Business Administration and Finance
Creative and Media

Engineering

Environmental and Land-based Studies
Manufacturing and Product Design
Society Health and Development

How is the experience of teaching and learning digfent in a Diploma?

The intention is that Diploma students will leanndifferent settings, including the workplace,
the classroom and local colleges. This will alldvem to apply their learning to realistic
scenarios, give them valuable work experience aglg them make more informed career
decisions.

Furthermore, given the breadth of experience, kadgé and skills required for the Diplomas
the government does not believe that it is posd$tri@ny single school working on its own to
be able to offer this qualification.

Consequently, Wilmslow High School has been arvaatiember of the East Cheshire 14-19
Partnership for a number of years now, working it other schools and colleges across the
Borough of Macclesfield to prepare for the introtiloie of the Diplomas.

As a result, although in 2009-2010 Wilmslow Highh8al staff will only be directly involved
in the teaching of the Engineering diploma, for ways of the weektudents opting for all of
the Diploma lines on offer will be travelling tohar institutions to work with students and
teachers from other schools and colleges in Eassidte.

How are Diplomas structured?

It is important to appreciate that the Diplomas eosenposite qualifications formed of three
mandatory components - principal learning, genéarning, and additional and specialist
learning. Although each of these components costaeparate qualifications that can be
achieved separately, all components need to be leteadpsuccessfully in order to achieve the
overall Diploma qualification.
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Principal learningconsists of the knowledge, understanding andsskjpecific to the chosen
line of learning. At least half of this princigafrning is applied — ie practical learning, seain
work-related context.

Generic learnings the same across all lines of learning and st&sif

Personal, learning and thinking skills (PLTs) sashteamwork, creative thinking and
independent enquiry
Work experience of at least 10 days in the emplaytrsector being studied
Functional skills — the ability to apply Englishathematics and ICT skills in situations
relevant to work and life (to be achieved at therapriate level)
A project that requires the student to explore @ict@f interest in greater depth or
breadth
Additional or Specialist Learning (ASLprovides options that let students develop a deepe
understanding of a subject area or something cdeiplalifferent that will broaden their
studies.

At what levels are Diplomas available?
For students in Years 10 and 11, Diplomas are ablailat two levels:

aFoundation Diploma - this is a Level 1 qualification that is the eqlent of five
GCSEs, grades D-G

aHigher Diploma — this is a Level 2 qualification that is the eqient of seven
GCSEs, grades A*-C

How are Diplomas assessed?
Each component of the Diploma has separate assesam@&ngements.

Principal learning- combination of internal (approx 85%) and extefapprox 15%)
assessment

Generic learning: Functional Skilksthe assessment of Functional Skills in English,
mathematics and ICT is being developed during eetlyear pilot (2007-2010) with external
testing being the predominant model

Generic learning: Projeetinternal assessment with external moderation

Additional or Specialist Learning assessment arrangements as laid down in qadliins
selected for ASL

How are Diploma grades decided?
A learner needs to successfully complete all coraptsin order to achieve a Diploma
gualification:

Functional skills must be passed at the approplear
Personal, learning and thinking skills, work expede and any additional and specialist
learning courses
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The final Diploma grade will be calculated from #esessment of principal learning and the
project.

The grading of the Diploma will be reported accogdio the following grading scales.
- Level 1 attainment will be reported as A*, A and B.
Level 2 attainment will be reported as A*, A, B a@d

Attainment that is insufficient to lead to the adaf a qualification will be reported as
unclassified (U).

How does the Diploma fit in with the rest of the Kg Stage 4 Curriculum?

The size of the Diploma means that it takes upethtére optional element of a student’s Key

Stage 4 Curriculum. The need for collaborativehésg and learning between the schools and
colleges within the East Cheshire 14-19 Partnersbguires this to take place for Diploma

students at Macclesfield College on two days ofwleek (Wednesdays and Fridays for Year
10 in 2009-2010).

For the other three days of the week (Mondays, daysnd Thursdays for Year 10 in 2009-
2010) Diploma students will be at Wilmslow High $ohstudying the core element of the Key
Stage 4 Curriculum:

GCSE English (including Functional Skills English)
GCSE English Literature
GCSE mathematics (including Functional Skills maih#cs)

GCSE science (Core plus Additional or Additionalpied in Year 11 depending on
progress)

Core PE
Functional Skills ICT

The exact grouping arrangements for these lessdhdevdetermined once the numbers of
students opting for the Diplomas are known. Howgepéase note that whichever model is
finally adopted there will need to be some sepagedaping from the rest of the year group.

Who should | contact if | need any aspects of theiplomas explaining further?
Dr J Pullé

Deputy Headteacher, Curriculum Development
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Diploma in Business, Administration and Finance

What is the Diploma in Business, Administration andFinance?

The Diploma in Business, Administration and Finahas been developed to provide a solid
grounding in business skills for young people whoiaterested in any kind of business career
or hope to run their own business. Students willlys how to set up and run a business,
learning how is involved in selling a product thas been created. Students will learn how to
cope with change, how to remain competitive, asdalier how outside factors such as new
technologies, consumer trends, environmental issugkbalisation can affect a business.

Course Description

Principal Learning

The Principal Learning of the Diploma in Busine&gdministration and Finance is built around
three main themes:

Business enterprisdooks at how to develop ideas, how to carry outaesh and promote
products or services.

Business administrationintroduces business administration and its impoedn
organisations.

Financelooks at the knowledge and skills needed to mapagsonal and business finances.

Projects you may be asked to undertake, coulddeclu
v Coming up with a new product or service for an aigation in your local area and

carrying out research to find out whether it woldpopular.
Developing a plan to start up your own businesgettter with a marketing strategy.
v Working on financial documents, producing calcaas and making recommendations.

Generic Learning
See relevant section in Diploma general introdunctio

Additional or Specialised Learning
Details of what will be offered to be published agiely

Assessment

See relevant section in Diploma general introductio

Course Leader

Charlotte Thompson, Macclesfield College

Wilmslow High School link: Mrs J McHarg, Curriculum Team Leader, Businesslfes
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Diploma in Creative and Media

What is the Diploma in Creative and Media?

The Diploma in Creative and Media allows studeatkearn valuable skills in different
situations. Students will learn about the key theimecreativity and how to think and work
creatively. This includes seeing a project throfrgin start to finish, identifying an audience
and their needs and learning about the business§itthe creative and media industries.

Course Description

Principal Learning
The Principal Learning of the Diploma in CreativeldMedia is built around four main themes:

Creativity in context: The things that can influence the creative procassh as society,
culture, the environment or the work of other peopl

Thinking and working creatively: ways of exploring, experimenting with and devethapi
ideas, skills and techniques.

Principles, processes and practicehe skills, techniques and processes to turn it®as into
reality.

Creative businesses and enterprisean understanding of real situations and the stili$ you
need to succeed in the industry.

The Diploma specification allows the study of th# fange of Creative and Media disciplines.
Those available in 2009-2010 will be published@snsas possible.

Projects you may be asked to undertake, coulddeclu
v Produce a guide to ‘what’s on’ in Manchester — cimgeclubs, culture galleries and
gigs.
Recording podcasts for a film companies website.
Performing in a live concert or production and citmite to the design and construction
of the stage set.

Generic Learning
See relevant section in Diploma general introductio

Additional or Specialised Learning
Details of what will be offered to be published agiely

Assessment

See relevant section in Diploma general introdunctio

Course Leader

Jonathan Mellor, Macclesfield College

Wilmslow High School link: Ms C Boden, Curriculum Team Leader, Arts
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Diploma in Engineering

What is the Diploma in Engineering?

The Diploma in Engineering opens up the ideas amdepts behind engineering, and how they
impact the modern world. Students will be introdiit@ key engineering principles such as
design, materials, electronic systems, maintenandenanufacturing. Students will get lots of
practical experience and study what makes innovatsoicceed, how new materials contribute
to design and how to develop and launch new ideas.

Course Description

Principal Learning
The Principal Learning of the Diploma in Enginegria built around three main themes:

The Engineering World: the impact of engineering on our lives

Discovering Engineering Technology design, materials, electronics systems, maimigsa
and manufacturing

Engineering the Future what makes innovations succeed, how new masec@itribute to
design, how to develop and launch new ideas.

Projects you may be asked to undertake, coulddeclu
v Coming up with a new engineered product or serfac@n organisation in your local

area and carrying out research to find out wheatheould be popular.

v Developing a plan to start up your own engineebuginess, together with a marketing
strategy.

v Improving and simplifying an existing product/conmgmt through design

Generic Learning
See relevant section in Diploma general introdunctio

Additional or Specialised Learning
Details of what will be offered to be published agiely

Assessment

See relevant section in Diploma general introdunctio

Course Leader

Keith Hegarty, Macclesfield College

Wilmslow High School link: Mr R Hancock, Design Technology Team
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Diploma in Manufacturing and Product Design

What is the Diploma in Manufacturing?

Manufacturing is not just concerned with enginegfqimoducts. The term covers a wide range
of products, such as food production, textileshi@s, pottery, building materials etc. This
Diploma has a business and product design focus.

Students taking this Diploma will complete a sedéslements, all designed to equip you with
the skills, knowledge and disciplines requireduocged in the world of manufacturing.

Course Description

Principal Learning

The Principal Learning of the Diploma in Manufaatgrand Product Design is built around
three main themes:

Dealing with customers & supplierslooks at stock purchase and control, how to develop
relationships with suppliers and how to make judgets on holding stock levels versus free
capital.

Product Design & developmentintroduces up-to-date design and development tqubs,
taking into account ergonomics, aesthetics andrabnt

Running a manufacturing businesslooks at the knowledge and skills needed to build a
manage your own manufacturing business

Projects you may be asked to undertake, coulddeclu
Coming up with a new product or manufacturing vieerfor an organisation in your

local area and carrying out research to find outtivér it would be popular.
Developing a plan to start up your own busineggettoer with a marketing strategy.
Designing a new product for the market, be it @@der or a high fashion item.

Generic Learning
See relevant section in Diploma general introductio

Additional or Specialised Learning
Details of what will be offered to be published aegtely

Assessment

See relevant section in Diploma general introdunctio

Course Leader

Keith Hegarty, Macclesfield College

Wilmslow High School link: Mrs N Firth, Curriculum Team Leader, Design artinology
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Diploma in Environmental and Land-Based Studies

What is the Diploma in Environmental and Land-BasedStudies?

The Diploma in Environmental and Land-based Studiéggive students a first-hand
experience of the opportunities, occupations amnelergaths offered by the sector.

The Diploma has been developed to give studentsadlunderstanding of the current needs of
the sector’s diverse businesses. Students wilh ffmough doing and this will provide a clear
idea of what working life might be like. It will b help students question and challenge
outdated stereotypes of what this sector is aluabo

Please note: this Diploma is taught at both Reasehidn College, Nantwich, and Knutsford
High School.

Course Description

Principal Learning

The Principal Learning of the Diploma in Environnedrand Land-Based Studies is built
around three main themes:

Productive and working environments:this looks at the limited resources of our natural
environment, our impact on it, how it influencesamsl how these resources are used.

Plants and animals this explores how we use plants for commercedreational and
conservation purposes and animals for food prodogctecreation, work or companionship.
Developing the sustainable environmentthis theme will explore the impact we have on our
environment, and how important it is to use envinentally friendly ‘green’ practices.

Projects you may be asked to undertake, coulddeclu
v Writing a report on the effect we have on the wardund us and how to limit the

damage we do
v Producing a video to show how we use land for tleelyction of food and for leisure
activities

Generic Learning
See relevant section in Diploma general introdunctio

Additional or Specialised Learning
Details of what will be offered to be published aegtely

Assessment

See relevant section in Diploma general introductio

Course Leader
Graham Morgan, Reaseheath College / Peter King#mmisford High School

Wilmslow High School link: Dr J Pullé, Deputy Headteacher
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Diploma in Society, Health and Development

What is the Diploma in Society, Health and Developent?

This Diploma brings together for the first time teeidy of the following four disciplines:
Health, Care, Early Years Education and the Justcgors. This will provide students with an
understanding of health, social care, childrenivises and community justice and will help
develop the skills critical to working successfuity all these areas - problem solving, team
working, communication and creative thinking. Snts will have the opportunity to complete
real work activities in the field of Health, Cagearly years Education or Justice.

Course Description

Principal Learning

The Principal Learning of the Diploma in Societyedith and Development is built around six
main themes:

The sectors in contextfocuses on the political, social and economicdiagcthat affect the

four sectors today.

Principles and values in practicethe values and principles that underpin and inftren
practice of everyone across the sectors.

Partnership working: quality of service provision requires closer wokbetween agencies.
For example, in family centres, there will be peofpbm social services, health and the
children’s workforce all working to ensure integratservices for children and families.
Communication and information sharing: what are the barriers to good communication?
How can they be overcome and are there tensiomgebatgood communication and sharing
information with other professionals and respecthegprivacy of individuals?

Personal and professional development in the workn@ironment: being able to reflect on
own practice is a critical aspect of professioralalopment — what did you do well, what can
be improved, how can you improve your practice?

Safeguarding and protecting individuals and societywhat needs to be done to ensure that
people in some of the most vulnerable section®aiksy are kept safe?

Generic Learning
See relevant section in Diploma general introductio

Additional or Specialised Learning
Details of what will be offered to be published agiely

Assessment

See relevant section in Diploma general introdunctio

Course Leader

Caroline Brennan, Tytherington High School

Wilmslow High School link: Dr J Pullé, Deputy Headteacher
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