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Year 10 - Courses for 2009 

 

The choice of Key Stage 4 courses is a significant moment in a student’s education. 
At this point in Year 9, students have to balance the need to complete Key Stage 3 
successfully with the need to think carefully about the important choice of courses for 
Years 10 and 11. 

For the rest of Year 9 students will need to remain focused on their preparations for 
end of Key Stage 3 Teacher Assessments in all National Curriculum subjects, a range 
of internal examinations, with those in mathematics and science using QCA-produced 
papers and mark schemes, and the possibility for many students of external 
examinations in Functional Skills English and GCSE RE (Short Course).  Success in 
all of these will help the full programme of GCSE courses in Year 10 to start well and 
provide some qualifications that will have lifelong value.  Attainment and 
achievement will be at its highest possible levels if students have developed the habit 
of completing class work and homework thoroughly and demonstrated the ability to 
work independently beyond the tasks set by teachers. 

In addition, this spring term will require a commitment of time and thought to the 
whole process of mapping out the course and career routes to be explored over the 
next few years.  In 2009 the choice of courses in Year 10 is richer than ever. 
Increasingly, the range of courses available both established and new, enables 
students to ‘personalise’ Key Stage 4 by creating a programme that suits their 
individual interests and needs. Many full-course GCSEs, a suite of science courses, a 
range of ICT courses, a BTEC in Sport, a number of the new Diploma lines of 
learning and vocational opportunities not least through work placements, all provide 
opportunities for students to develop an individual programme that meets their 
personal aspirations.  

Students and parents need to look carefully at what is available and seek to choose an 
appropriate programme that will be challenging, exciting and engaging.   

This booklet and the forthcoming opportunities for discussions will, I hope, enable 
students to make sensible and well informed decisions about the next important stage 
of their education at Wilmslow High School. Managed well, the process will enable 
all students to set out with confidence in September on a pathway that will lead to 
success and achievement.  

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any queries or concerns or if you want 
to clarify the demands of any of the available courses. 

 

 

J Pullé 
Deputy Headteacher (Curriculum Development) 
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Introduction 

The subjects that you have studied in school have helped you develop different 
strengths and interests, which you can build upon in Years 10 and 11 and beyond. 

So far, you have been following a common curriculum, which has provided you with 
a sound, general education.  At the same time it has prepared you for your accredited 
courses that begin in Year 10. 

The next few weeks will involve you in major decisions affecting the courses and 
subjects you will be taking in Years 10 and 11. 

Some Advice 

The choices you are making now about which courses you will study in Year 10 and 
11 are very important.  These courses are in preparation for what you want to do post 
– 16. Indeed, you should be thinking 14 – 19 not just the next 2 years. Think carefully 
before you make a final decision and take advantage of the plenty of help available 
both in school and at home.  Remember, you should be choosing subjects, which 
YOU will enjoy, where you are likely to be successful and which may be useful to 
YOU in the future.  Talk to your parents and read all the information you are given. 

The following will be able to help you during the course choices process: 

·  Your form tutor 
·  Your subject teachers 
·  Your Head of House  - Mr Tatlock Head of Bollin 

    - Mr Fox Head of Harefield 
    - Mrs George Head of Norcliffe 

   - Mrs Harris Head of Thorngrove 
·  Mr Farrow, who co-ordinates the Course Choices Programme 
·  The Connexions Service 

 
It is best if the final decision is made by you and supported by your parents and the 
school.  You will have to take certain subjects (in the 'core') and then choose other 
courses.  When choosing courses, you should: 
 

·  Choose those in which you think you can do well, you find interesting and 
challenging 

·  Choose those which you know you may need for a future course, career or job 
you have in mind 

·  Choose a balanced group of courses, giving you a wide range of skills and a 
variety of experience.  

·  You will be given advice about the courses that will probably be best for 
you.   

You should not: 

·  Choose a course just because your friend is doing it. 
·  Choose, or reject, a course because you like, or dislike, the teachers.  We 

cannot say who your teachers will be at this stage. 
·  Choose a subject just because it is new. Just because a course is new it does   

            not mean it will be any easier.  Make sure you read the description for each   
            course carefully so that you will know what will be required of you.   
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Connexions Service 
 
Help with your option decisions during Year 10 and 11 for post-16 
choices 

The Connexions Service will work with you as well to support you in making career 
and personal decisions.  The Service is here to help you to make informed decisions 
through impartial careers guidance and information.  The Service can also help you 
find a place in education, training or employment when you leave school. 

From Year 9 onwards, you will be invited to attend group sessions and/or individual 
interviews.  Our own Personal Adviser (Mrs Rowe), who is based in school, will be 
available at many parents’ evenings from Year 9 onwards to meet parents and discuss 
personal and career related issues.  Personal Advisors can also be contacted at the 
local Connexions Centre in Macclesfield. 

You are entitled to a range of services, details of which are available from the 
Connexions Service.  For further information please contact Mrs Rowe.   

The school is equipped with a well-stocked Careers Library, and you are encouraged 
to research your ideas fully.  Facilities include Careers Guidance computer 
programmes, up to date information from a wide range of occupational areas, a full 
set of university prospectuses and local college information. 

There is an extensive Careers Programme in Years 9, 10 and 11 giving you advice and 
guidance about your future education and career. For many of you, returning to the 
Sixth Form will already be your intention so that you can pursue a range of courses, 
mainly at AS and A2 Levels, in preparation for the next step in your education.  
Advice will be given to you so that again you can make the appropriate choices.  In 
addition, in Years 9 and 10, you will have the opportunity to use Careers computer 
programmes, which are suitable for each stage of planning.  These will suggest 
possible jobs, which appear to suit your interests, preferences and abilities. Mrs 
Stephens and Mrs Rowe are always happy to provide careers advice and you can 
request an interview with Mrs Rowe for individual advice and guidance. 

During Year 10, all students will have opportunities to find out more information and 
gain advice about Career choices at the Careers and Work Experience Evening in 
December. Representatives from the Sixth Form, local colleges, the world of work, 
and the Connexions Service will be available to talk about opportunities available.  In 
addition, you will take part in a week's Work Experience where you will learn at first 
hand more about the world of work. 

Students will be interviewed by our Personal Adviser (Mrs Rowe) during Years 10 
and 11 who will make sure you are thinking about choices and will ensure that advice 
is acted upon and plans are made.  During tutorial sessions, guidance will be given on 
writing letters of application, completing application forms and preparing for 
interviews. You will be given help to see that you are making suitable, sensible career 
choices. 
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Year 10 Course Choices Timetable 

Friday 23rd January Assembly / Year 10 Course Choices 
Booklet Issued 
Read the course descriptions carefully with 
your parents and begin to decide what you 
think your choices might be.  

Wednesday 28th January 

(see separate letter) 

Course Choices Evening for qualifications 
offered by Global Communities and 
Multiliteracies 
Subject teachers will give you more 
information about courses to help you 
choose the right courses for you. 

Thursday 29th January 

(see separate letter) 

Course Choices Evening for qualifications 
offered by Empiric Enquiry and 
Individual Development 
Subject teachers will give you more 
information about courses to help you 
choose the right courses for you.  

Thursday 5th February  Year 9 Parents' Evening 
You will be able to discuss your progress in 
your subjects and identify your strengths 
helping you choose which courses to study 
in Years 10 and 11.  

Thursday 12th February Tutorial Day 
You will be able to discuss your ideas about 
your course choices with your tutor and your 
parents if they are able to attend. 

 23rd February – 5th 
March 

Individual Interviews  
If you have any further queries please ask 
your Head of House and/ or Mr Farrow.  

Friday 6th March  You must give in your completed Course 
Choices form to your Form Tutor. 

 
Throughout this whole period you should seek advice and guidance about your 
choices. Your subject teachers, Heads of House and Mr Farrow are always willing to 
discuss your course choices with you. After you have made your choices your Heads 
of House may well see you again if they think you would benefit from further advice 
and guidance.  

If you are thinking of opting for one of the Diploma lines of learning Dr Pullé will 
need to discuss the full implications with you.   

We are all here to help you make the course choices that will help you succeed and 
prepare you for your future. 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 

23rd January 
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Wilmslow High School - Year 10 Course Choices - September 2009                                                          Page No. 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
We shall try to meet all course choices requests 

although we cannot guarantee it.  In case of 
difficulty Mr Farrow  

will discuss the issue with you. 
 

All courses will only run  
if a sufficient number of students choose to 

take the course. 
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Guidance and Support - a note for parents 

We are always concerned about the well being of all students at Wilmslow High 
School and believe all students should have the opportunity to succeed in a caring, 
supportive learning environment. Each student is in a tutor group and linked to a 
House.  This is at the heart of Student Services and students should always raise any 
concerns they have with their form tutor and/or their Student Manager or Head of 
House.   

Heads of House will be discussing students’ course choices with them over the next 
few weeks. They will seek the advice of subject teachers and Learning Support in 
determining what they think would be an appropriate balance of subjects for each 
student. 

Some students will be advised to choose Personal Studies instead of a course choice if 
they are students that would benefit from additional support from the Learning 
Support team. Similarly students will also be advised if a Work Placement 
Programme with a reduced number of GCSE courses in Year 10 or 11 would be a 
more appropriate personalised curriculum for them either at this stage or during Year 
10. These issues will be discussed with the students and parents.  We have found this 
process very useful in the past and the agreement of student, school and parents is 
important to ensuring future success. 

Students have a total of five PHSCE (Personal, Health, Social and Citizenship 
Education) days over Years 10 and 11.  These will cover a number of issues including 
health education, guidance on work experience, community service and study skills.  
These days will provide students with a further opportunity to work closely with their 
tutors and meet other experts who have skills to enrich their studies. 

Heads of House monitor students' progress during Years 10 and 11.  If students are 
causing concern and underachieving, steps are taken to provide support, advice and 
guidance.  All students will experience some difficulties over the two years with 
homework, coursework and examinations, demanding hard work and commitment 
from everyone.  We aim to help all students achieve of their best and will, as always, 
involve parents in that process.  

Increasingly we are personalising learning for all students to ensure that they are 
studying the right courses for them and the right number of courses. We will involve 
you in that process as it does not start and finish in Year 9: indeed as students move 
through Key Stage 4, preparing for their post-16 education, their needs change and we 
constantly monitor the progress of students to help them manage their education.  

We want all our students to engage with their courses, to be challenged to achieve 
their best and most of all to enjoy their Key Stage 4 experiences at Wilmslow High 
School. We all want to celebrate achievement and success and all students will be 
encouraged and supported to that end.  Please help us by working with us and 
providing your support at home. 
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Key Stage 4 Curriculum 

All our courses, in Key Stages 3 and 4 are grouped under Curriculum Organisers. The 
link of the courses between these Organisers, the Core Courses all students have to 
study at Key Stage 4 and the Individual Programme Courses is shown below. 

Curriculum Organisers Core Courses – all students 
study these courses 

Individual Programme Courses 

Individual Development PE Art and Design  

Art and Design: 
Fine Art 

 

PHSCE (Personal, Health, 
Social and Citizenship 
Education) (including RE) 

Art Graphic Design  

Photography  

Drama  

Music  

Music 
(Technology) 

 

Dance  

PE  

                 BTEC PE and Sport 

RS (1 year)  

Global Communities  Geography  

History  

Business Studies  

BACS  

Multiliteracies English Language and English 
Literature 

French  

German  

Spanish  

Media Studies  

Mathematics Statistics  

ICT   

Empiric Enquiry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Science: 

Route 1: Separate sciences 
(physics, chemistry and 
biology) 

Route 2: core GCSE science 
in Year 10 and science 
‘options’ in Year 11 

 
 

Food Technology  

Graphic Products  

Resistant Materials  

Textiles  

Systems and 
Control 

 

Child Development  
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Some students will study the Core Curriculum with one of the following combinations: 

+ Work Placements (3 days)  

+ Individual Programme Courses (3 options and Personal Studies : see below) 

+ Diploma (choice of 6 lines of learning - 2 days) 

 
Personal Studies 

Personal studies is for students who require extra support in their option choices, and 
who have opted for only three options at Key Stage 4. This is usually offered to 
students who have had access to Learning Support during Key Stage 3, and who are 
on the SEN register. Discussion must take place with the Curriculum Team Leader 
Learning Support before taking this as an option. 

Students need to be motivated and well organised in order to benefit from this option. 
Students are encouraged to bring coursework/ homework for these sessions for these 
sessions to be successful. 

Students who do not arrive with work will be set revision work by the Learning 
Support Curriculum area. Students usually attend Personal Studies for three sessions 
which are held within Learning Support. Students’ progress is recorded and monitored 
throughout.  
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Year 10 and 11 

Core Courses 

- Compulsory
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  English and English Literature   

You will follow the AQA's syllabus in GCSE English and GCSE English Literature.  
The two-year course will extend the skills you have developed in Years 7 to 9.  
English and English Literature are two separate qualifications and, provided you 
attend regularly and meet coursework deadlines, you will be entered for both GCSEs.  
The overall coverage is itemised below. 

Course Description 

Speaking and Listening 

You will be asked to communicate clearly and appropriately in a variety of situations.  
Some of these will be assessed and will count towards 50% of your English 
coursework mark (i.e. 20% of your total English grade).  You will be assessed on your 
ability to: 

·  explain, describe, narrate 
·  explore, analyse, imagine 
·  discuss, argue, persuade 

Reading 

You will develop your ability to read, understand and respond to all types of writing.  
These will include: 

·  a twentieth-century play 
·  a twentieth-century prose text 
·  work by an author published before 1914 
·  a Shakespeare play 
·  a variety of poetry 
·  non-fiction texts 
·  media texts 

Writing 

You will write a range of styles, using correct grammar and Standard English but 
matching your style and layout to audience and purpose.  The range of writing will 
require you to  

·  explore, imagine, entertain 
·  inform, explain, describe 
·  argue, persuade, advise 
·  analyse, review, comment 

You are encouraged to use word processors but at least one piece of coursework must 
be hand-written.  Correct spelling and punctuation are important and you will need to 
check your work for misspellings and other weaknesses in presentation.  The ability to 
make changes between first and final drafts becomes increasingly important. 
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Assessment 

GCSE English 

This course is assessed through coursework (40%) and final examination (60%) 

The examination consists of two two-hour papers.  In Paper One you will respond to 
some non-fiction materials you haven't seen before and then produce a piece of 
informative or persuasive writing of your own.  In Paper Two you will answer 
questions about some poetry from the AQA anthology, which you will have studied in 
class.  You will then write a narrative or descriptive piece of your own. 

Your coursework must include three assessments of Speaking and Listening tasks, a 
response to a Shakespeare play, a wider reading assignment, a response to media texts 
and a piece of original writing. 

GCSE English Literature 

This course is assessed through coursework (30%) and final examination (70%) 

In the two-hour examination, you will answer questions on a twentieth-century prose 
text and a range of poetry, which you will have studied prior to the examination. 

Coursework will include responses to twentieth-century drama, Shakespeare, pre-C20 
and C20 prose. 

Tiers of entry 

Towards the end of course, you will be entered for either: 

Foundation Tier, targeting Grades C to G, or 

Higher Tier, targeting grades A* to D 

Your progress in relation to GCSE grades will be recorded and shared with you 
throughout the course.  You will also contribute to the assessment process through 
regular self-evaluation activities. 

During the course of your GCSE studies, you will be entered for the Functional 
English qualification. Assessment is conducted through reading and writing 
examinations in conjunction with speaking and listening activities. You should be 
awarded an overall Level 1 or 2 from this course. 

Homework 

Homework is set twice a week except when students are completing a single, 
substantial homework.  Tasks will include reading, writing and preparation of spoken 
work.  You will need to be responsible for planning effective use of this time, since 
the ability to meet deadlines is an essential requirement of the course. 

 

Mr P Tunmore 

Curriculum Team Leader, Languages (English and Modern Foreign Languages) 
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"To those who do not know mathematics it is difficult to get across a real feeling as to 
the beauty, the deepest beauty, of nature ... If you want to learn about nature, to 
appreciate nature, it is necessary to understand the language that she speaks in."  

-Nobel-prize winning Physicist Richard Feynman  

Course Description 

GCSE Mathematics is a qualification which serves different purposes at 
different levels. For students who achieve a D grade or below the qualification 
equips you with the numerical, statistical and reasoning skills you need for modern 
life and tells future employers that you have reached a level of competence in 
calculation and understanding figures and diagrams. For those who achieve higher 
grades it is a sign of the capacity to deal with abstract reasoning, the ability to learn 
and use theory and formulae about numbers, shape and space, handling data and 
algebra. For students intending to go on to A-Level Mathematics it provides a 
foundation for the greater depth, breadth and rigour of more advanced mathematics. 

As in Year 9, students will have 4 lessons of Mathematics per week, as well as 2 
pieces of homework that will be particularly important, and should take 30 to 90 
minutes every week depending on the amount set. There will be no requirement to do 
coursework for this cohort of students. 

We would strongly advise that students who may wish to take mathematics at 
advanced level, or need mathematical skills for their career choice, also take the 
Statistics GCSE option.   

Assessment 

In Year 10 the setting structure will be the same as in Year 9 with sets 1-6 in each 
half-year group. 

Mathematics is assessed in 2 tiers: Higher tier (at which students can achieve grades 
from A* to D) and Foundation tier (where students can achieve a grade C to G). 

Set Tier Grades 

1-2 Higher A*, A, B, C, D 

3 Higher/ Foundation A*, A, B, C, D or C, D, E, F, G 

4-6 Foundation C, D, E, F, G 

 

We hope that most Set 3 students will be entered for Higher Tier, but some students 
who have not performed well in their mock exams may be entered for Foundation 
Tier. 

 

Mathematics   
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All students take a linear course assessed through two written  examinations 
normally taken in June of Year 11. Following a government review, coursework is no 
longer a feature of GCSE Mathematics. 

Setting reviews take place in January and June of every year, and where necessary set 
changes are made at other times.  

�

Mr R Edge 

Curriculum Team Leader, Mathematics 

 



Wilmslow High School - Year 10 Course Choices - September 2009                                                          Page No. 15 

Physical Education and Sport 

 

Work within the Physical Education and Sport Curriculum Team is designed to 
support, contribute to and complement the broad aims of the school by providing 
equality of access for all students to a broad, balanced curriculum. 

The curriculum area aims to provide an enjoyable and satisfying programme, with 
opportunities for every student to develop physically, socially, emotionally and 
cognitively. 

Specialist sports college status allows us to offer a varied and diverse range of 
programmes and accredited courses at Key Stage 4. By accessing personalised study 
programmes it is possible to maximise each student’s full potential and develop a 
sound knowledge of skills, tactics and composition; an understanding of analysis for 
improvement and possibly most importantly an understanding of health and fitness 
and an attitude of sport for life. 

The full range of personal study programmes available at Key Stage 4 are: 

Core PE Course Choice Course Choice 

Plus Core PE 

Course Choice 

1a. Sport 
Education 

 

 

1b. GCSE PE 

Short Course 

(Core PE) 

2. GCSE PE 

Full Course 

(course choice) 

3. GCSE PE 

Double Award 

(course choice) 

4. BTEC Sport 

 

(course choice) 

Certificate of 
Achievement  

  
WHS 
accreditation  

 

½ GCSE 

 

Completed in 
core  PE lessons 
and therefore 
does not affect 
course choice 

1 GCSE 

 

Course Choice – 
3x lessons per 
week plus core 
PE lessons 

2 GCSEs 

 

Course Choice – 
6x lessons per 
week 
incorporating 
core PE lessons 

Graded: Pass; 
Merit; Distinction  

Equivalent to 4 
GCSEs 

6x lessons per week 
plus core PE 

 

 

Course Descriptions for Core PE 

1a) Sport Education 

All students will have three lessons of ‘Core PE’ in Year 10 and 11. The majority will 
follow a programme of study based on practical performance, which improve skill in 
chosen activities, develop leadership skills and develop conceptual knowledge in 
theoretical areas.  

At the end of this course the students will be awarded a pass, merit or distinction in 
the ‘Sports Specialist School Certificate’. 
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1b) GCSE PE (Short Course) 

Students who have not selected PE as one of their optional Course Choices may wish 
to use their Core PE lessons to achieve the GCSE PE (Short Course) qualification. 

Note that Unit 1, the theoretical component, makes up 40% of the short course 
assessment, while Unit 2, the practical component, makes up 60% of the short course 
assessment. 

 

 
Assessment 

See relevant sections in the tables above. 
 
Course Leader 

Mr M Vincent,  
Curriculum Team Leader, Physical Education and Sport 
 

  



Wilmslow High School - Year 10 Course Choices - September 2009                                                          Page No. 17 

 

One of the government’s key aims for the 14–19 age group is that students should 
have greater freedom to choose programmes of study that meet their needs, 
capabilities and aspirations. The range of new GCSEs in the sciences provides 
students with greater choice and flexibility than before. This gives students the 
freedom to combine GCSEs in science subjects to match their interests, capabilities, 
and future aspirations, either in the sciences or in other areas. 

Consequently, to meet the needs of all students we are offering a number of routes for 
students to follow with GCSE science. 

Course Description  

There are a number of routes to choose from.  If you enjoy science but do not want to 
give up an option choice from course choice 7 then select Route 2.  You can still 
pursue GCE ‘A’ level science subjects with this route.  

If you enjoy science and would like to pursue 3 separate science courses sacrificing 
other subjects for chemistry then select Route 1.  You can certainly pursue GCE ‘A’ 
level science subjects with this choice.  The following paragraphs give you a little 
more detail regarding each route. 

Route 1  GCSE separate science 

Students, who feel that they would like to study 3 separate sciences, will over 2 years, 
study biology, chemistry and physics.  These subjects will be taught by subject 
specialists in specialised laboratories.  A separate grade for each of the subjects will 
be awarded and will range from A*-G.  Examinations for these subjects will begin in 
January of the Year 10 year and carry on into the summer term of Year 11.  During 
this course students will be expected to complete a whole investigation and case 
study.  These will form part of the coursework element of the course.  Units 1 and 2 
will be studied and examined in Year 10.  The content of Unit 1 is very much directed 
at current, in vogue, science topics, such as global warming, radioactive 
contamination and genetics.  These can simply be encompassed with the phrase “the 
world wide environmental impact of science.”  Units 2 and 3 follow a similar 
structure, but the content is more traditional in approach focusing on well established 
science topics.  Unit 3 incorporates some ‘AS’ content, bridging the gap between 
GCSE and GCE ‘A’ level.  Units 4 and 5 will be studied in Year 11.  The tables below 
provide a guide to how each of the units are broken down, the weighting of each and 
the specific codes.   

 
Science   
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The decision as to a student’s suitability will take place during Year 9.  A number of 
factors will be used to determine suitability including performance in National 
Curriculum assessments.  Due to the challenging content of module 7 we feel that a 
Key Stage 3 National Curriculum level of 6.5 or more in science is essential if a 
student is to gain access to the course. 

Route 2    GCSE Science with Additional Science or Additional Applied Science  

Students who pursue Route 2 are free to choose another subject, other than science in 
course choice 7.  Students who opt for this route are more than able to continue 
studying science subjects to GCE ‘A’ level.  Science will be taught by subject 
specialists in specialised laboratories.  The course is separated into two, one year 
courses. One grade for the GCSE science studied in Year 10 and another grade for the 
Additional or Additional Applied science, studied in Year 11.  These may be different 
grades.   

The Year 10 science course is called Core Science and is focused very much on 
current, in vogue, science topics, such as global warming, radioactive contamination 
and genetics.  These can simply be encompassed with the phrase “the world wide 
environmental impact of science.”  Examinations for these subjects will begin in 
January of the Year 10 year and carry on into summer of Year 10.  Core Science Units 
1, 2, 3 and 4 will be studied in Year 10 along with part of the coursework element.   

This comprises of a Case Study and practical investigation, details of both will be 
given nearer the time.  The table below provides a guide to how each of the units are 
broken down, the weighting of each and the specific codes.   
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In Year 11 two different science courses become available.  Students who have fully 
engaged with Core Science will follow the Additional Science GCSE course.  
Students who have found Core Science difficult will follow the Additional Applied 
Science GCSE course.  These students will be notified during the summer term of 
Year 10.  

Additional Science is a more traditional view of science, the content in keeping with 
previous year’s courses.  It is a concept-led course developed to meet the needs of 
students seeking a deeper understanding of basic scientific ideas.  The course focuses 
on scientific explanations of models and gives students an insight into how scientists 
develop scientific understanding of ourselves and the world in which we inhabit. 
Examinations for these subjects will begin in January of the Year 11 year and carry on 
into summer of Year 11.  The table below provides a guide to how each of the units 
are broken down, the weighting of each and the specific codes.   

Students who have found Core Science difficult will be encouraged to follow the 
Additional Applied Science course.  This seeks to meet the needs of students who 
wish to develop their scientific understanding through authentic, work related 
contexts.  The course focuses on procedural and technical knowledge that underpins 
the work of practitioners of science and gives students an insight into what is involved 
in being a practitioner of science.  Examinations take place in summer term of the 
Year 11 course. 

The table below provides a guide to how each of the units are broken down, the 
weighting of each and the specific codes.   
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At the end of either the Additional or Additional Applied Science course students will 
be awarded a GCSE grade A*-G which may be the same or different from the Year 10 
grade. 

Science Entry Level 

The Entry Level course is designed to meet the needs of students at Key Stage 4 for 
whom GCSE-level courses are not realistic or appropriate. The Entry Level course 
consists of 39 short topics ('Items') with an emphasis on hands-on practical work. 
They are equally divided between biology, chemistry and physics.  It has a more 
flexible approach than GCSE courses because it does not have to conform to GCSE 
criteria. The emphasis is on positive achievement through the realisation of short-term 
goals.  25 units in the Science Entry Level course have a distinctive Core Science 
flavour and are directly related to the GCSE Core Science modules. This enables 
students to be entered for the GCSE Core Science course during Year 11, so that they 
are able to achieve a GCSE science grade after studying science for two years. 

Assessment 

The tables above indicate the weighting of each of the units and the text indicates 
roughly when the examinations will take place.  Precise timings of these will be 
provided at intervals during the year.  The course is a mixture between formal unit 
examinations and coursework which comprises of a complete practical investigation, 
a case study and a data analysis. 

Homework 

Homework may involve writing up experiments, answering questions, note taking, 
research and case studies. There will also be a need to learn a certain amount of 
factual knowledge and revision work.  Students will receive 3 homeworks per week 
covering the areas mentioned above. 

 

Mr G Jones 

Curriculum Team Leader, Science 
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The Art and Design course is designed to develop skills and talents by challenging 
students to use an extensive range of media in both conventional and experimental 
ways. 

Course Description 

The course provides an opportunity for students to experience a 'little of everything', 
including design, drawing, research, graphics, composition, making artefacts and 
elements of ICT design.  In lessons students are taught to maximise the potential of 
their established skills as well as developing a whole new range of techniques and 
approaches. 

Assessment 

Assessment has two strands: 

1. Coursework – 60% of total mark 
2. Examination project – 40% of total mark 
 

This year the mark for each section has been increased to 80 to allow for better 
discrimination when assessment takes place.  There are now four equally weighted 
assessment objectives. 

Assessment Objectives 

Candidates must demonstrate their ability to: 

A01 develop their ideas through investigations informed by contextual and other 
sources demonstrating analytical and cultural understanding. 

A02 refine their ideas through experimenting and selecting appropriate resources, 
media, materials, techniques and processes. 

A03 record ideas, observations and insights relevant to their intentions in visual 
and/or other forms 

A04 present a personal, informed and meaningful response demonstrating 
analytical and critical understanding, realising intentions and where 
appropriate, making connections between visual, written, oral or other 
elements. 

Coursework 

Coursework takes the form of theme based projects or units and generally three 
projects are completed. 

Typically each project will demonstrate drawing skills and techniques, design and 
development work and final responses. Continuous internal assessment of work by 
both teacher and students enables students to be aware of personal development and 
achievement. 

 

Art and Design   
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Examination Project – Externally Set 

Papers will be issued from 1 January in the year of examination to give students 
unlimited preparation time.  However, their final responses have to be completed in 
10 hours of supervised time. 

Homework 

Homework is an important part of the course and regarded as part of coursework. 
Students will need to spend weekly homework time working in their sketchbook. 
Often students will be engaged upon observational drawing, at other times it will be 
design and colour work, research or producing an artefact. 

 

Mrs J Hayes 

Team Leader, Art 
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Art and Design - Fine Art     

 

The course focuses upon developing, refining and extending skills in the core areas of 
drawing, painting, 2D image making, mixed media, ICT and sculpture. 

Course description 

The course will provide opportunities for students to provide drawn images and 
experience ‘making marks’ using pencil, graphite, charcoal, pastels, inks etc. Work 
will be both large and small scale 2D and 3D, according to the subject and individual 
preference.  Traditional painting techniques will be taught and applied to a range of 
conventional and unconventional surfaces.  2D work will utilise found objects, wire, 
mod-roc and card.  Print techniques will use relief surfaces and Intaglio block 
methods.  The use of ICT will enhance ideas and techniques.  Students will research 
and be inspired by the work of both contemporary and past artists, craftspeople and 
designers. 

Assessment 

Assessment has two strands 

1. Coursework portfolio - 60% ] 
     ] of final mark 
2. Externally set task          40% ] 

Students will be required to produce a portfolio of work which will encourage the 
development of a personal approach.   

The externally set task will challenge students to demonstrate their skills by producing 
individual work in an independent and original manner. Papers will be issued from 1 
January in the year of examination to give students unlimited preparation time.  
However, their final responses have to be completed in 10 hours of supervised time. 

Continuous assessment of coursework (graded A* to E) enables students to monitor 
their development in meeting with objectives. When all components of a project are 
complete an overall grade is awarded. 

Assessment Objectives 

Candidates must demonstrate their ability to: 

A01 develop their ideas through investigations informed by contextual and other 
sources demonstrating analytical and cultural understanding. 

A02 refine their ideas through experimenting and selecting appropriate resources, 
media, materials, techniques and processes. 

A03 record ideas, observations and insights relevant to their intentions in visual 
and/or other forms 

A04 present a personal, informed and meaningful response demonstrating 
analytical and critical understanding, realising intentions and where 
appropriate, making connections between visual, written, oral or other 
elements. 
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Homework 

This plays an integral part in building the coursework project portfolio and will vary 
in format from collecting materials, to researching artists and drawing from objects.  

Sometimes students will be allocated this time to extend their classwork progress.  All 
tasks are set on a weekly basis. 

 

 

Mrs J Hayes 

Team Leader, Art 
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Art Graphic Communication        

 

Course Description 

Students will demonstrate the communication of visual meaning through images in 
response to specific tasks.  They will work to a design brief, issue or concept for 
problem solving and demonstrate the ability to give a personal response.  A much 
more controlled use of media will be used than on the Art and Design course. 

Students will undertake a series of projects, which focus upon illustration, packaging, 
printing, typography, calligraphy, poster design etc.  Each project will challenge 
students to respond to the examination criteria of Visual Recording, Understanding of 
contexts in art, craft and design, Practical development, Realising intentions. The 
development of appropriate styles of presentation and sequential planning will be 
taught throughout and candidates will be expected to demonstrate skills in an 
appropriate variety of media and techniques. 

Students will be encouraged to use ICT equipment, such as, the scanner and digital 
camera and to employ graphics software to develop techniques of digital imagery 
manipulation in order to extend their experience and enhance their coursework. 

Assessment 

Coursework will normally be based upon one project per term which will be graded 
A*-E upon completion. 

Students generally enjoy working to the challenging design briefs, which allow neat 
and precise presentation of projects. 

Marking is 60% coursework and 40% examination. 

Homework 

Homework is an essential and integral element of the course as it forms part of the 
essential coursework.  Research and development work will be carried out in 
sketchbooks on a weekly basis and will take a variety of formats. 

 

 

Mrs J Hayes 

Team Leader, Art 
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Course description 

The course is designed for students who wish to develop their skills in the use of 
digital photography.  They will work to a design brief, demonstrating their ability to 
produce a personal response to an idea, issue, concept or theme. 

The students will be required to produce projects which will include 
critical/contextual work in one or more areas of photography, such as environmental 
photography, portraiture, documentary and/or photo-journalism, experimental 
imagery, working from objects, still life and/or the natural world, showing in their 
work an appreciation of viewpoint, composition, depth of field and movement.  They 
will be expected to show how ideas, feelings and meanings are conveyed within their 
imagery and study the work of contemporary practitioners as well as those from 
different eras, in order to inform their work.  The students will be taught appropriate 
use of techniques related to downloading, image manipulation, printing, presentation, 
layout and mounting.   

Due to the need to use specialist technology there will be a limit to the number of students 
who can enrol onto this course. 

Assessment 

Controlled assessment (coursework) will be based upon the completion of one project 
a term and will comprise 60% of the final mark.  All work completed in class and at 
home will be in included in this.   

The externally set task, which takes 40% of the marks, will be produced in response to 
a brief set by the examination board. Papers will be issued from 1 January in the year 
of examination to give students unlimited preparation time. However, their final 
responses have to be completed in 10 hours of supervised time. 

Assessment Objectives 

Candidates must demonstrate their ability to: 

A01 develop their ideas through investigations informed by contextual and other 
sources demonstrating analytical and cultural understanding. 

A02 refine their ideas through experimenting and selecting appropriate resources, 
media, materials, techniques and processes. 

A03 record ideas, observations and insights relevant to their intentions in visual 
and/or other forms 

A04 present a personal, informed and meaningful response demonstrating 
analytical and critical understanding, realising intentions and where 
appropriate, making connections between visual, written, oral or other 
elements. 

Art and Design - Photography             
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Homework 

Homework is an essential part of the course and is part of the coursework expected.  It 
will often require practical work, research or development of class work which 
comprises an important part of the current project. 

 

Mrs J Hayes 

Team Leader, Art 
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GCSE Drama follows the EDEXCEL Syllabus. 

Course description 

What will the lessons consist of? 

The programme of study is fundamental to drama and designed to allow students to 
explore the subject by acquiring the skills and techniques needed to appreciate drama. 
Your knowledge and understanding of drama will develop through a practical 
experience so the focus is on developing the skills needed for performance and 
production. 

What skills will you learn? 

All techniques and dramatic skills are approached during the course to enable you to 
have a complete experience of performance as well as technical theatre. The course 
will allow you to develop your skills of the subject and your individual, personal and 
social skills. 

Are there any hidden extras? 

Students arrange extra rehearsal time after school when preparing for the practical 
examination. There is also a compulsory requirement to attend theatre performances 
during the course that are arranged by the Drama Team. 

What do people enjoy most about this course? 

The majority of lessons allow you the opportunity to work in a practical way. Many 
students enjoy this way of working and say that it helps them to be more confident 
individuals, developing all personal and social skills. 

What normally causes most difficulty? 

At first some students are a little apprehensive about performing in front of their new 
classmates. After a few weeks students tell us that this no longer concerns them. 

The coursework structure and timescale often catches students out. It is important that 
you realise that to complete the course a portfolio of written work has to accompany 
the practical grade to complete the course. This amounts to 60% of the overall grade. 

Assessment 

What form do examinations and coursework take?  

30% - Exploration of creative and structural aspects of drama 

30% - Exploring play texts and live theatre 

40% - Final group performance pieces 

Written work and practical work are assessed during Year 10 and 11. The portfolio 
takes the form of critical evaluations of the two practically explored units of work. 

Mr J Frost 

Team Leader, Drama

Drama   
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GCSE music and music technology are predominantly practical subjects and the 
boundaries are fairly wide.  You will be encouraged to explore these to the full, 
developing new techniques within performance, composition and listening skills. 

Whilst you will be given background knowledge in each of these skills, you will be 
encouraged to work using your own initiative and develop your own musical interests 
and strengths and make full use of any opportunity to perform both in and out of 
school. 

The music course is aimed at students with experience in playing an instrument who 
can confidently read music (not tab.). Much of the teaching will require students to 
understand traditional notation. Students who have learnt to play a musical instrument 
and taken associated board examinations will be ideally suited to this course as they 
will have experience already in the performance aspect of the course (which makes up 
30% of the overall assessment). Students who have achieved higher associated board 
grades should give this course serious consideration as it will develop their all round 
musicianship skills in areas such as composing and listening. 

Course Description 

Music GCSE is divided into four components: 

1. Composition   =  25% 

2. Performance   =  25% 

3. Integrated Assignment =  25% 

4. Listening and Appraising = 25% 

Listening 

You will learn about a wide range of musical styles, from traditional Western music to 
music from other cultures, appreciating their value and place within society today. 

Composition 

Year 10: - You will learn a variety of composition techniques and study various styles 
of composition, whilst incorporating these new techniques into compositions of your 
own, writing for various instruments and ensembles. 

Year 11: - You will be expected to explore your composition skills further and 
develop your own interests and strengths in your composition work. 

The use of Music Technology will be encouraged during this component of the 
course. 

Performance 

You will provide a solo and an ensemble performance internally assessed and 
moderated by AQA. 

You will be expected to do regular practice at home and regularly attend an extra 
curricular activity offered by the Music Team as this will help to develop your 
performance skills. 

Music   
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Assessment 

Composition (25% of the Total Marks) 

·  A composition based on Area of Study: Music for Special Events. 
·  Students will learn a variety of composition techniques and study various 

styles of compositions whilst incorporating these new techniques into 
compositions of their own writing for various instruments and ensembles. 

·  Internally assessed and moderated by AQA. 
 

Performance (25% of the Total Marks) 

·  Students must provide a solo and an ensemble performance. 
·  Internally assessed and moderated by AQA. 
 

Integrated Assignment (25% of the Total Marks) 

·  One composition based on an AQA set assignment arising from one of the 
four Areas of Study. 

·  This assignment will be issued at the beginning of the spring term. 
·  Externally assessed. 

 
Listening and Appraising (25% of the Total Marks) 

·  A listening and written paper of 1hr 15mins. 
·  All five Areas of Study will be included.  Students will be tested on their 

knowledge of the key elements of music, history and world music. 
·  Externally assessed. 
 

Homework 

Homework in support of the above, either written or practical, will be set three times 
per week. 

Students will be expected to attend at least one of the extra curricular activities 
offered by the music team. 

 

Mr G Morley 

Team Leader, Music 
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Music (Technology) 
 

 

The music technology course is aimed at students who have less experience in playing 
a musical instrument or who have a real interest in using music technology for 
recording and producing music. There is no requirement to read music as this will be 
taught as part of the course. The course is ideally suited to students who have recently 
taken up a musical instrument (such as guitar, drums, bass or singing) and who have 
an interest in recording and performing on these instruments. If students are not 
currently playing a musical instrument but are interested in this course, they should 
contact a member of the music team regarding beginning lessons on an instrument. 

Due to the number of PC music workstations, there will be a limit on the number of 
students who can enrol onto this course. 

If you are in any way unsure about which course would be most suitable, please 
discuss this with a member of the music team. 

Course Description / Assessment 

Paper 1 Performing 30% 

  Sequencing (15%), Recording (15%) 

Paper 2 Composition 30% 

  Composing (15%), Arranging (15%) 

Paper 3 Listening and appraising 40% 

The course is taught through four areas of study: 

1. Repetition and contrast in Western Classical Music 1600 – 1899 
2. New directions in Western Classical Music – 1900 to the present day 
3. Popular song in context 
4. Rhythms, scales and modes in music from around the world 
 
Sequencing (15%) 

Students will produce a sequenced recording of a piece of music using Cubase. They 
will choose music from one of the four areas of study above and enter the piece in to 
the PC using either mouse, MIDI keyboard or a combination of both. Once the music 
has been entered, students will edit the data to produce a suitably musical 
performance. 

Recording (15%) 

Students will record a piece of music using live instruments (or a combination of live 
and sequenced instruments) using the schools recording studio. For this component 
students will be taking on the role of a producer and will be expected to work and 
lead others in the studio. 

Composing (15%) 

Students will create an original composition based on the study of one of the four 
areas of study above. They will be expected to produce a CD recording of the 
composition with a score. 
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Arranging (15%) 

Students will take a short melody and produce an extended arrangement based on the 
given melody. This could take the form of a popular remix / cover version or a more 
traditional re-interpretation. 

Listening and appraising (40%) 

Students will respond to questions based on recorded extracts of music on a CD. This 
will take place in an examination lasting for 1hour 30 minutes at the end of the course. 
The listening extracts will be based on the four areas of study that have permeated all 
aspects of this GCSE course. 

Homework 

Students have 10 hours to complete each of their coursework tasks and they must be 
completed under supervised conditions in school. However, preparation for 
coursework tasks can be carried out at any time. Students will therefore be expected to 
use the music facilities to carry out such preparation for their homework. These 
facilities will be made available before and after school, and during lunchtimes. 

Extra-curricular 

In order to develop students all round musicianship skills, students on both courses 
will be expected to take part in extra-curricular activities. For more information on the 
options available please contact a member of the music team. 

Course outline and comparison 

 Performance Composition Listening 

30% 30% 40% 

M
us

ic
 

Solo – Perform a live solo 
on your own instrument 
(you will have three 
opportunities throughout 
the course) 

Ensemble – perform as 
part of a group or duet. 
(e.g. a duet with two 
singers, a small band etc) 

2 compositions taken from 
the areas of study on the 
listening examination. 
These will be produced 
using both Sibelius 
(notation software) and 
Cubase (recording & 
sequencing software.) 

A 1 hour 30 minute 
listening examination on 
the following areas of 
study: 

Western Classical Music 

Music in the 20th Century 

Popular Music 

World Music 

M
us

ic
 T

ec
hn

ol
og

y 

Solo – sequence a piece of 
popular music (this year 
Kaiser Chiefs) using 
Cubase software 

Ensemble – Produce a 
recording of a piece of 
music of your choice (you 
must record at least 1 part 
e.g. guitar or vocals) 

2 compositions taken from 
the areas of study on the 
listening examination. 
These will build on your 
understanding of Cubase 
gained in the performance 
aspect. The compositions 
will be partially marked on 
‘use of music technology’ 

A 1 hour 30 minute 
listening examination on 
the following areas of 
study: 

Western Classical Music 

Music in the 20th Century 

Popular Music 

World Music 

There will be an emphasis 
on technological aspects. 
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What next? 

Both courses (music or music technology) could lead you into the Music Technology 
‘A’ Level: however, if you are considering the Music ‘A’ Level it is more appropriate 
to take the Music option. There is a whole range of other course options available 
after GCSE’s other than ‘A’ Level study in both performing arts and music 
technology. Please ask if you would like any further information. 

 

 

Mr G Morley 

Team Leader, Music 
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Dance 

 

Course Description 

GCSE Dance focuses on the aesthetic and artistic qualities of dance and the use of 
dance movement as a medium of expression and communication in the performance, 
creation and appreciation of dance. 

The content has been chosen for the way in which it enables students to develop 
knowledge, skills and understanding of creating and interpreting 
images/ideas/concepts embodied in dance development. The study of dance works, 
including those of the professional repertoire, within artistic and social contexts, is an 
essential component in the development of this understanding.  

It is the specification’s emphasis on the study of how movement can be 
designed/formed to communicate and/or evoke responses that places it within the 
realms of Performing Arts. 

Students need to demonstrate the potential to engage in a study of recommended prior 
learning dance, which is broadly based. This includes the ability to develop 
knowledge, skills and understanding of performance, choreography and appreciation 
of dance.  Previous dance experience and an aptitude for this form of artistic 
expression are usually required although individual exceptions will be made on 
assessment and trial basis. 

Assessment 

Unit 1: Critical Appreciation of Dance (Written Paper) 20% 

Unit 2: Set Dance (Practical Examination) 20% 

Unit 3: Perform in a Duo/Group Dance (Controlled Assessment) 20% 

Unit 4: Choreography (Controlled Assessment) 40%  

 
Homework 

Due to the nature of dance, students will need to conduct ongoing practice of routines 
outside lesson time.  In addition there will be written homework to reinforce the 
theory aspects. 
 
There is support of extra-curricular dance that we advise students to utilise. 
 

J Aspinall 

Dance Teacher – The Arts Team  
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Work within the Physical Education and Sport Curriculum Team is designed to 
support, contribute to and complement the broad aims of the school by providing 
equality of access for all students to a broad, balanced curriculum. 

The curriculum area aims to provide an enjoyable and satisfying programme, with 
opportunities for every student to develop physically, socially, emotionally and 
cognitively. 

Specialist sports college status allows us to offer a varied and diverse range of 
programmes and accredited courses at Key Stage 4. By accessing personalised study 
programmes it is possible to maximise each student’s full potential and develop a 
sound knowledge of skills, tactics and composition; an understanding of analysis for 
improvement and possibly most importantly an understanding of health and fitness 
and an attitude of sport for life. 

The full range of personal study programmes available at Key Stage 4 are: 

Core PE Course Choice Course Choice 

Plus Core PE 

Course Choice 

1a. Sport 
Education 

 

 

1b. GCSE PE 

Short Course 

(Core PE) 

2. GCSE PE 

Full Course 

(course choice) 

3. GCSE PE 

Double Award 

(course choice) 

4. BTEC Sport 

 

(course choice) 

Certificate of 
Achievement  

  
WHS 
accreditation  

 

½ GCSE 

 

Completed in 
core  PE lessons 
and therefore 
does not affect 
course choice 

1 GCSE 

 

Course Choice – 
3x lessons per 
week plus core 
PE lessons 

2 GCSEs 

 

Course Choice – 
6x lessons per 
week 
incorporating 
core PE lessons 

Graded: Pass; 
Merit; Distinction  

Equivalent to 4 
GCSEs 

6x lessons per week 
plus core PE 

 

 

Course Descriptions for Choice PE 

2) GCSE PE (Full Course) 

All the GCSE-level PE qualifications we offer have a 60% practical component and 
40% theoretical component. The courses are suited to competent performers who are 
interested in sport related topics including Diet and Nutrition, Health and Fitness 
Training Principles, Sponsorship in Sport and Sport and the Media. Students should 
also enjoy developing skills in a variety of leadership roles including coaching, 
officiating and organising. 

 

          Physical Education and Sport      
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3) GCSE PE (Double Award) 

Students who have selected GCSE PE as one of their optional Course Choices may 
wish to use their Core PE lessons to add the units required to achieve the GCSE PE 
(Double Award) qualification. 

 

This opportunity will be discussed with the relevant students and parents during the 
summer term. 

4) BTEC First Diploma in Sport (Performance) 

Ratified by QCA as equivalent to 4 GCSEs A* - C, the BTEC First Diploma in Sport 
is a vocational course for those who are serious about PE and Sport. The course is 
delivered over six lessons a week and students will study six units that are relevant to 
their particular interests and aspiration.  

The Two Core Units are: 

1. The Body in Sport 

2. Health, Safety and Injury 

The Specialist Units are: 

1. The Sports Industry 
2. Fitness for Sports Performance 
3. Practical Sport 
4. Technical Skills and Tactical Awareness for Sport 

Students are assessed continually in each unit and awarded a pass, merit or distinction. 
There is no examination. Students should be aware that the majority of the course is 
delivered theoretically and not practically. 

Assessment 

See relevant sections in the tables above. 

Course Leader 

Mr M Vincent 
Curriculum Team Leader, Physical Education and Sport 
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Course description 

Year 9 

Year 9 students study a GCSE Short Course called ‘Ethics, Philosophy and Religion 
in Society.’   

Currently, students are studying Unit 2: ‘Religion and Life Issues. This comprises 
the study and application of sacred texts and teachings to the following topics: 

·  Animal Rights 

·  Planet Earth 

·  Prejudice 

·  Early Life 

·  War and Peace 

·  Young People 

This unit encourages candidates to reflect upon religion and life including animal life 
and environmental issues, prejudice, the right to life, war and peace, religion and 
young people. In the examination candidates will be expected to illustrate their 
answers with reference to relevant examples in relation to the issues raised, and to 
make appropriate references to religious stories, teachings and practices that they have 
studied. 

The option for students wishing to continue with Religious Studies in Year 10 is that 
they complete a further single module in one year that would ‘top-up’ their Short 
Course GCSE to a Full Course qualification. Students MUST sit the short course 
GCSE at the end of Year 9 in order to take this course.  

Year 10  

In Year 10, students will study Unit 3: “Religion and Morality”  and will examine 
sacred texts and teachings regarding the following issues: 

·  Medical Ethics 

·  Religious Attitudes Towards Death 

·  Drug Abuse 

·  Crime and Punishment 

·  Rich and Poor 

·  World Poverty 

The aim of this unit is to enable students to address fundamental questions about the 
basis for religious beliefs and behaviour and to investigate ways in which religious 
beliefs and values are relevant to specific moral issues and behaviour. 

 

 

Religious Studies   
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Assessment 

This Full Course GCSE ‘top-up’ will be assessed at the end of the academic year by a 
1 3/4 hours written exam paper. This course does not require coursework to be 
completed.  These arrangements also apply to Year 9 students currently studying the 
GCSE Short Course. 

This is an exciting and inspiring course that allows students to build on and develop 
their knowledge base.  By the end of their current Short Course in Religious Studies, 
Year 9 students will have gained a Short Course GCSE qualification.  By continuing 
their studies with the Full Course, students will have gained a full GCSE by the end of 
Year 10 one year in advance of most other GCSEs.  This is part of an accelerated RS 
and Philosophy programme. After their final GCSE module at the end of Year 10, 
students will follow the syllabus for AS Religious Studies, making this an ideal 
opportunity for students to try their hand at AS work whilst still in Year 11. The 
course will cover Religion, Philosophy and Science (module 1) and Philosophy and 
Ethics (module 2). The modules will be taught in the timetabled RS lessons 
throughout Year 11. 

As students will be concentrating on taking nine GCSEs at this point, it is prudent that 
they spend their time usefully and work on skills that will not only develop their 
thinking, but that will enable them to achieve highly in their GCSEs. Therefore, if the 
AS level work does not suit particular students, there is the opportunity for students to 
use the lesson time in Year 11 as directed study time for other subjects. 

This course provides the perfect opportunity for students to tailor their curriculum to 
suit their needs.  

 

Ms S Davies 

Curriculum Team Leader, Social Studies 
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Students who choose geography will follow the WJEC (Avery Hill) GCSE 
specification B. 

Course Description 

The GCSE course is an extension of the geography you have studied in the first three 
years.  In fact that course was especially designed as a preparation for this GCSE 
course, so you are in a very good position to choose GCSE Geography. 

The main aim of the course is to prepare you, through a geographical perspective, for 
life in the 21st century by encouraging you to be both flexible and adaptable.  With 
this in mind the emphasis throughout the course is on problem solving and enquiry 
based learning in which selected geographical issues are examined.  Students will 
develop their understanding of key geographical concepts including: Place, Space, 
Scale, Interdependence, Environmental Interaction, Physical and Human Processes as 
well as Cultural understanding and diversity. In this way it is hoped that the learning 
experience will enrich your present and future life rather than be separate from it. 

It is important to recognise that school geography is not just concerned with 
geographical knowledge and understanding but also with the skills and values 
pertinent to young people. 

The skills which you will develop are interpretative ones such as the understanding, 
describing and explaining of data; evaluative such as the analysis of material and the 
ability to develop judgements, as well as problem solving, research, interpretative, 
ICT and communication skills such as the drawing of maps, diagrams and graphs, 
writing and oral discussion. 

Coursework is an important part of this course and if you choose geography you must 
be capable of self-discipline, as you will need to do a lot of work using your own time 
and initiative. 

The course consists of 3 Themes as follows: 

Theme 1  – “Challenges of Living in a Built  Environment”  

Quality of life and standard of living 
Contrasting residential places and inequalities in housing and service provision 
Changes in housing and services and its impact on the built and natural environment 
Planning issues in urban and rural areas 
Urbanisation 
Counter urbanisation 
Problems caused by leisure activities and visitors in rural areas 
 
Theme 2 – “People and the Natural World Interactions” 

The hydrosphere 
How weather and climate affect people  
High and low pressure systems 
Climate change 
Changing ecosystems 

Geography   
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Water supply and water management 
Droughts and floods 
River and coastal landforms 
 
Theme 3 – “People Work and Development” 

Employment structures 
Economic development 
World trade and interdependence 
World aid 
Location of economic activities 
Multinational companies 
Globalisation and the global market 
Economic activity and the environment 
 
Assessment 

Internal 

Examinations based on past paper questions are set at Christmas, Easter and in June of 
Year 10.  In Year 11, the Mock examinations take place at Christmas and a short 
examination is taken at Easter to test the work covered after the Mock examination.  
Final decisions regarding Foundation or Higher tier entry are made in January of Year 
11.  

External 

Coursework (25%) consists of a Cross Unit Task worth 10% and a Course Study 
worth 15%, both completed by Christmas of Year 11. 

Written examination (75%) consisting of the case study Paper 1 or 2 (Foundation or 
Higher) worth 45%, which will examine the Core Units and a problem solving Paper 
3 or 4, (Foundation or Higher) worth 30%. 

Homework 

Your geography teacher will ensure that quality homework and varied homework 
tasks are set.  Homework is set strictly in line with the school's current policy. 

 

Mr J Walker 

Curriculum Team Leader, Geography 
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Course Description 

GCSE History builds on the work you have done in Year 9 by focusing on aspects of 
the Twentieth Century. Therefore, you will be familiar with some of the history you 
will be studying, which will make it easier to understand, whilst many topics will be 
brand new to you. You will also be taught to develop your historical skills such as 
examining and judging evidence and writing arguments about controversial subjects 
in the Twentieth Century. 

Unit 1 : International Relations ; Conflict and Peace in the Twentieth Century 

1. The Origins of the First World War – This unit will look at the development of 
alliance systems, the arms race and various crises culminating in the 
assassination of Franz Ferdinand and the outbreak of war. 

2. Hitler’s foreign policy and the origins of the Second World War – To what 
extent was Hitler the only cause of World War Two? Hitler’s aggressive 
policies as well as the failure of the Allies to combat these will be the focus for 
this unit. 

3. The Origins of the Cold War 1945 – 1955 – Why did the USA and the USSR 
become rivals after World War Two? This unit will cover issues such as the 
nuclear arms race, the Iron Curtain, Berlin Blockade and the Korean War. 
 

Unit 2 : Twentieth Century Depth Studies 

1.  The Roaring 20’s : USA 1918 – 1929 – Why did the USA become such a 
prosperous nation? How did society divide between those who were wealthy 
and those who suffered? The Ku Klux Klan, prohibition and the Wall Street 
Crash will be studied here. 

2. Hitler’s Germany 1929 – 1939 – Beginning with Hitler’s rise to power and 
ending with the outbreak of World War Two this unit covers the Gestapo, SS 
and concentration camps as well as Hitler’s economic policies and policies of 
social control. 

3. The USA and Vietnam : Failure abroad and at home 1964 – 1975 – How did 
an undeveloped nation such as North Vietnam defeat the USA? Tactical 
differences as well as the changing mood in the USA, media coverage and 
political issues feature in this unit. 

 
Unit 3 : Historical Enquiry (Coursework) : the Brit ish People in War 

The key questions to answer are… 

·  How did the First and Second World War change the way of life of the people 
of Britain? 

·  To what extent and why did the British people have different experiences in 
World Wars One and Two? 

The historical enquiry will be source based and will cover topics such as recruitment, 
propaganda, rationing, evacuation, the Blitz, the role of women and attitudes to war. 
Answers to the coursework questions will be planned in class and written under 
controlled (examination) conditions to ensure that each student produces their own 
work and ideas. 

 

History   
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Assessment 

There are two written examinations and one coursework assignment in controlled 
conditions. 

Paper 1 = Unit 1. 1 hour 45 minutes / 60 marks / 37.5% of overall grade. 

Paper 2 = Unit 2. 1 hour 45 minutes / 60 marks / 37.5% of overall grade. 

Coursework = controlled assessment (approx 4 hours) 25% of overall grade. 

Homework 

You will have one or two homeworks each week, many of which will be past GCSE 
exam questions. This means that you will have plenty of practice and be fully 
prepared for the final exams. We will teach you what the examiners are looking for 
and how to answer the questions to get full marks. You will learn how to analyse and 
evaluate all kinds of evidence and be able to write neat, concise and well-reasoned 
arguments. 

Summary 

The history of the Twentieth Century is packed with fascinating questions. If you 
have a keen interest in the past and enjoy the chance to make up your own mind and 
argue your own point of view, you will find GCSE History exciting, challenging and, 
with hard work, ultimately rewarding. 

 

Mr A.Gaskarth 

Curriculum Team Leader, History 
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Course Description 

Business Studies is the study of business organisations and how they operate.  
Business can be defined as the process of making a profit by providing the goods and 
services that people want to buy. 

As a student of business studies you will learn about the internal operations of an 
organisation and the external activities that can influence business activity and 
decisions.  This means that you will investigate and learn about business activities 
such as: 

 Ownership and control of business 
 The management of people within a business 
 Marketing 
 Production 
 Financial control and reporting 
 How the government helps and controls business 
 
The GCSE course is divided into three parts: 

·  Unit 1 – Setting up a business  – 1 hour written paper  (40%) 

·  Unit 2 – Growing as a business – 1 hour written paper  (35%) 

·  Unit 3 – Investigating business  – controlled assessment (25%) 

The aim of the course is to develop a knowledge and understanding of the core topics 
in a range of contexts that makes use of relevant terminology, concepts and methods. 

Assessment 

The examination is set at two tiers, Foundation and Higher.  For each tier there are 
two examinations and controlled assessment (see above). 

Homework 

Homework is set regularly twice a week in the form of one written task and one 
learning/research task. 

As a student of business studies you should have an interest in current business affairs 
and be prepared to read widely around the subject in newspapers and magazines.  
There are also many television programmes that focus on the business community. 

 

Miss C Baines & Mrs J McHarg 

Curriculum Team Leaders, Business Studies  

 
Business Studies  
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Business and Communications Systems                                      
BACS 

 

Course description 

You are introduced to various aspects of the world of business and encouraged to 
consider the impact of the business environment, workplace organisation, human 
resources management and effective communication on the running of businesses. 

The recent rapid advances in the use of ICT have given businesses access to a wealth 
of information, through more efficient communication and reduced the time and effort 
required for many administrative tasks. You will have the opportunity to study these 
benefits, as well as issues such as the need for safe use of ICT equipment and the 
importance of the security of data.  

By studying this course you will acquire useful practical skills in a wide range of 
computer applications in business contexts. 

This course of study will be of practical use and personal value in building a 
foundation of knowledge, understanding and skills, which could form a basis for 
further study and assist in future employment. 

It lays an appropriate foundation for further study of Business Studies, ICT and/or 
other related subjects, and for the world of work. 

Assessment 

Candidates are entered for either the Higher or Foundation tier. 

Practical Exam Paper:  1 hour 30 minutes controlled test which is undertaken while 
sat at a computer.  Worth 35% of the marks 

Written Paper:  a 1 hour theory examination.  Worth 40% of the marks. 

Controlled Assessment: a research task undertaken in school. Worth 25% 

Course content 

The themes that make up the subject content are: 

·  The Business Environment; 
·  Workplace Organisation; 
·  Administration, 
·  Human Resources; 
·  Communication; 
·  The use of ICT in the Business Environment; 
·  Computer Applications in the Business Environment: 
·  File Management; 
·  Word processing; 
·  Spreadsheets and charts; 
·  Web authoring and presentations; 
·  Databases; 
·  Graphics and Clipart; 
·  Composition. 
 



Wilmslow High School - Year 10 Course Choices - September 2009                                                          Page No. 46 

Homework 

Homework is set once a week.   

As a student of business and communication systems you should have an interest in 
the practical use of business and ICT in the work environment.   

�
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The GCSE course is designed to build on the knowledge and skills that you acquired 
in Key Stage 3, increasing your ability to understand and communicate in a wide 
range of situations.  It will prepare you for further language courses both in school 
and college, and for language courses, which are being offered increasingly by 
businesses as part of their training. 

Course Description 

The course will cover four main areas for study: 

1.  LIFESTYLE  

This includes Health e.g. issues concerning smoking, alcohol and drugs, healthy and 
unhealthy eating habits and Relationships and Choices e.g. fundraising, social issues 
with regard to race or poverty and relationships with family and friends. 

2.  LEISURE 

This includes Free Time and the Media e.g. shopping, fashion, free time activities 
and new technology and Holidays e.g. local customs, eating out and tourist attractions 

3.  HOME AND ENVIRONMENT 

This includes Home and Local Area, e.g. facilities for young people and current 
problems facing the environment 

4.  WORK AND EDUCATION  including School/College and Future Plans e.g. 
routine and extra curricular activities and Current and Future Jobs e.g. advantages 
of different jobs 

Assessment 

Listening and Reading will be assessed as an examination at the end of Year 11 and 
represents in total 40% of the total marks.  Speaking will be two tasks, one on a topic 
of your own choice and there will be two writing tasks both of which will take the 
form of controlled assessments. The Speaking and Writing tests account for 60% of 
the total and will be completed in Year 11. 

Homework 

Homework will be set twice per week.  Vocabulary learning will continue to be 
regularly tested and homework will consist of short or long-term reading, written 
assignments or preparation for conversation. 

There will be an opportunity to participate in a visit to France at Easter in Year 10 to 
help improve your vocabulary and spoken French.  Provision will be made for you to 
attend a conversation class during Year 10 and 11. 

 

Mrs S George 

Team Leader, Modern Foreign Languages 

French  
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The GCSE course is designed to build on the knowledge and skills that you acquired 
in Key Stage 3, increasing your ability to understand and communicate in a wide 
range of situations.  It will prepare you for further language courses both in school 
and college, and for language courses, which are being offered increasingly by 
businesses as part of their training. 

Course Description 

The course will cover four main areas for study: 

1.  LIFESTYLE  

This includes Health e.g. issues concerning smoking, alcohol and drugs, healthy and 
unhealthy eating habits and Relationships and Choices e.g. fundraising, social issues 
with regard to race or poverty and relationships with family and friends. 

2.  LEISURE 

This includes Free Time and the Media e.g. shopping, fashion, free time activities 
and new technology and Holidays e.g. local customs, eating out and tourist attractions 

3.  HOME AND ENVIRONMENT 

This includes Home and Local Area, e.g.facilities for young people and current 
problems facing the environment 

4.  WORK AND EDUCATION  including School/College and Future Plans e.g. 
routine and extra curricular activities and Current and Future Jobs e.g. advantages 
of different jobs 

Assessment 

Listening and Reading will be assessed as an examination at the end of Year 11 and 
represents in total 40% of the total marks.  Speaking will be two tasks, one on a topic 
of your own choice and there will be two writing tasks both of which will take the 
form of controlled assessments. The Speaking and Writing tests account for 60% of 
the total and will be completed in Year 11. 

Homework 

Homework will be set twice per week.  Vocabulary learning will continue to be 
regularly tested and homework will consist of short or long term reading, written 
assignments, or preparation for conversation lessons. 

During the course of Year 10, you will be given the opportunity of taking part in a 
visit to Germany to help improve your German. Provision will be made for you to 
attend conversation lessons in Year 10 and/or Year 11. 

 

Mrs S George 

Team Leader, Modern Foreign Languages 

German  
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Spanish          
        

 

 
This is an exciting opportunity to develop your interest in languages:  this course is 
offered only to students who are currently studying Spanish in Year 9.  We would 
normally expect students to continue with their first language i.e. German or French to 
GCSE and study Spanish as a second Modern Foreign Language.  
 
The GCSE course is designed to develop the language skills that you acquired in Key 
Stage 3, enabling you to understand and communicate in a wide range of situations.  It 
will prepare you for further language study both in school and college, and for 
language courses, which are being offered increasingly by businesses as part of their 
training. 
 
Course Description  

The course will cover four main areas for study: 

1.  LIFESTYLE  

This includes Health e.g. issues concerning smoking, alcohol and drugs, healthy and 
unhealthy eating habits and Relationships and Choices e.g. fundraising, social issues 
with regard to race or poverty and relationships with family and friends. 

2.  LEISURE 

This includes Free Time and the Media e.g. shopping, fashion, free time activities 
and new technology and Holidays e.g. local customs, eating out and tourist attractions 

3.  HOME AND ENVIRONMENT 

This includes Home and Local Area, e.g. facilities for young people and current 
problems facing the environment 

4.  WORK AND EDUCATION  including School/College and Future Plans e.g. 
routine and extra curricular activities and Current and Future Jobs  e.g. advantages 
of different jobs 

Assessment 

Listening and Reading will be assessed as an examination at the end of Year 11 and 
represents in total 40% of the total marks.  Speaking will be two tasks, one on a topic 
of your own choice and there will be two writing tasks both of which will take the 
form of controlled assessments. The Speaking and Writing tests account for 60% of 
the total and will be completed in Year 11. 

Homework 

Homework will be set 2 times per week.  Vocabulary learning will continue to be 
regularly tested and homework will consist of short or long-term reading, written 
assignments or preparation for conversation. 

Mrs S George 

Team Leader, Modern Foreign Languages 
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Media Studies                                                               

 
 
You will follow the AQA’s syllabus in GCSE Media Studies, analysing a wide range 
of media including both print and moving image texts. You will investigate the 
techniques used to produce modern media and use the knowledge you gain to produce 
a piece of media of their own.  

Course Description  

Candidates study four of the ‘Key Concepts’ relating to media:  

Media Language 

This looks at how media texts are put together, both in terms of their technical 
features and the way the texts are organised. You will identify the ways in which 
different media are constructed and then use your analyses to construct your own 
media pieces. 

 Audiences 

You will study the way different texts are designed to appeal to different groups of 
people, and how we respond to and influence the media. You will also look at the way 
audiences are ‘segmented’ in order to target them with different products and services, 
and realise that you are the most important part of the process – after all, without an 
audience there is no point in creating media! 

Institutions 

Who makes the media? Who regulates it? These are the questions you will ask (and 
find the answers to) when you study this Key Concept. You will also investigate how 
the various institutions influence the texts that are produced. 

Representation 

You will analyse how people and social groups are portrayed in the media, including 
celebrities and media-created social groups such as the ‘chav’. You will analyse the 
way these representations are constructed, and comment upon whether you feel that 
these representations are fair and accurate. To what extent are our opinions of people 
influenced by what we see in the media? 

Assessment 

The course is assessed through coursework (60%) and a written examination (40%). 

Coursework 

Candidates complete three pieces of coursework, each piece being between 700 and 
800 words in length. Each piece of coursework also contains a practical element. 

Examination 

Examination (the ‘Controlled Test’) 

Candidates complete two tasks on a prescribed topic area. They receive the materials 
in advance, and the test is externally marked.  

There are two tiers of entry, Foundation and Higher. 
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Candidates entered for the Foundation tier can achieve grades up to a grade C, and 
candidates entered for the Higher tier can achieve up to an A* grade.  

The tier that you are entered for depends upon your performance during the course. 

Smaller tasks are regularly set throughout the course to help students consolidate their 
understanding of the Key Concepts and allow regular teacher assessment. It is 
essential that all these tasks are completed as they will greatly assist your 
understanding of what is, for most, a brand new subject. 

 

Miss C. Howell 

Media Studies Co-ordinator 
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Statistics GCSE  

 
“There are three kinds of lies—lies, damned lies and statistics.” 

Benjamin Disraeli 

Course Description 

Statistics paint a picture of who we are, where we live and what we do. It helps 
people to make decisions which change our lives. 

Statistics is a subject which combines theoretical ideas with mathematical models and 
practical applications. It is a hands on, practical subject which deals with obtaining, 
representing and processing data in order to make conclusions about what data is 
telling us. The course is specifically designed to provide students with a broader base 
of statistical understanding building upon their Key Stage 3 mathematics data 
handling knowledge. 

How will I be taught? 

Statistics is taught in mixed ability groups for three lessons a week, one of which will 
usually be in an ICT suite. The course will be taught through a wide range of practical 
tasks, providing students with opportunities to design and collate results from surveys, 
to use ICT (Microsoft Excel and Autograph packages) and to use the Internet to 
source real data.  

There will be cross-curricular links, drawing on the statistical content of other subject 
areas such as geography, science, business studies, economics and psychology. Many 
occupations demand the use or interpretation of statistical data and students will gain 
an insight into the practical uses of statistics in the real world. This will enable them 
to make informed judgements about, for example, on what is presented in the media. 

The course is assessed through one written examination and a piece of coursework, at 
either Foundation (C to G grades) or Higher level (A* to C grades) 

Students from any mathematics set may take the statistics course. The course content 
will complement and help significantly with some areas studied in the GCSE 
mathematics course.  Those who may wish to study mathematics at ‘A’ level would 
particularly enjoy and benefit from taking the course. 

Assessment 

Foundation tier 

Grades C – G 

Written Paper: 2 hours (75% of total 
marks) 

Coursework 25% of total marks 

Higher tier 

Grades A* – D 

Written Paper: 2.1/2 hours (75% of total 
marks) 

Coursework 25% of total marks 

 

Coursework is normally one extended piece of work or project, set and marked by the 
teacher and moderated by the examination board. 

Mr R Edge 
 
Curriculum Team Leader, Mathematics
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Course Description 

Students taking ICT at Key Stage 4 will be taught a wide range of skills designed to 
stimulate creativity and develop real-world, practical skills that will motivate learning 
across a wide range of subjects. Students will learn about traditional ICT applications 
such as Word-processing, Spreadsheets, Databases, Presentations, Internet and e-mail 
as well as more creative ICT applications such as Web Page Design, Digital Image 
Manipulation and Computer Animation.  

All students are taught the use of the industry standard software applications (such as, 
Microsoft and Adobe software) and gain practical experience in the application of 
technology using ‘real world’ scenarios. The course prepares students both for the 
world of work and further education and offers the opportunity to learn valuable skills 
and gain experience in techniques such as research, project management, prototyping, 
testing and evaluation methods. 

There will be two main accreditation routes offered to students studying ICT. Both 
routes will provide students with a GCSE level qualification with results equivalent to 
A* - G. The choice of accreditation route will be discussed with students at the start of 
the course and will be chosen to ensure that individual students are provided with the 
appropriate opportunity to maximize their potential. A number of factors will be 
considered when selecting the appropriate accreditation route including teacher 
assessment and prior assessment results from Key Stage 3. The choice of assessment 
route will be communicated to parents towards the end of the autumn term in Year 10.   

For both accreditation routes, all students will focus initially on a qualification 
equivalent to a single GCSE. However, there will be an opportunity for some students 
to advance to a double GCSE equivalent depending on individual ability and 
commitment. Where appropriate, parents and students will be informed of this option 
(usually at the start of Year 11). 

Assessment 

All ICT qualifications are assessed by a series of coursework assignments.  Students 
will complete the assignments by undertaking a series of practical tasks during 
lessons. These are submitted either in the form of a traditional paper based portfolio of 
evidence or an e-Portfolio (website) which is submitted electronically. Consequently, 
there is no written examination for this subject. 

Homework 

Homework will consist of some research and practice practical assignments designed 
to support software-skills development and in preparation for coursework, which is 
completed during lessons. 

 

Mr D Allcock 

Team Leader, ICT

Information and Communications Technology  
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Design and Technology - Food Technology 

Design and Technology - Textiles Technology 

Design and Technology - Graphic Products 

Design and Technology - Resistant Materials 

Design and Technology - Systems & Control (Electronics) 

The above subjects allow the school to meet the National Curriculum requirements for 
Design and Technology, through different focus areas, at Key Stage 4. 

In each the emphasis is on designing and making products, building on the knowledge 
and understanding of industrial practices and applying systems and control developed 
in Key Stage 3.  Students are advised to do only one of the above areas or to discuss 
possible combinations with their teacher. 

 

Design and Technology - Food Technology  GCSE  AQA 
Course Description 

Both practical and theory work during which students investigate, design, make and 
evaluate using food as a material to develop products with a specific function or 
which fulfil a specific need.  Students acquire knowledge of the complex nature of 
food, its unique properties, and the effect of processing.  Students learn to select 
appropriate tools and equipment for cutting, forming, shaping and finishing food and 
acquire knowledge and experience through focused practical tasks and assignments, 
which enable a range of skills and processes to be developed.  The knowledge, 
understanding and skills required are obtained in the context of the 'one-off' and 
prototype in an industrial setting. 

Existing food products are investigated, analysed and evaluated.  Students learn to 
apply relevant knowledge of food science to the context in which they are working or 
the product they are developing. 

The use of I.C.T. as an appropriate means of modelling and communicating ideas is 
an essential component of the course, as is the application of skills, knowledge and 
understanding from other subjects including art, mathematics and science. 

Students work both individually and as members of a team to develop technological 
capability through activities, which involve: 

·  A range of contexts, materials and processes 

·  Selecting and using material resources effectively 

·  Developing practical ability and designing with confidence 

·  Making and modifying products and systems 

·  Considering the effects and implications of technological activity 

·  Encouraging their critical and aesthetic abilities enabling them to evaluate 
design and technological activity including their own 

Design and Technology    
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Students who enjoy working with food to develop creative ideas and produce quality 
products will find the course very interesting.  It is particularly relevant for students 
who wish to follow a career in one of the many openings available at all levels within 
the food industry. 

Homework 

Homework is directly linked to class work, set on a regular basis each week and 
involves research, recall, preparation of food ingredients, completion of tasting trials, 
surveys and evaluation of practical work.  Students do need to provide their own 
ingredients on most occasions and a practical lesson is scheduled weekly. 

Assessment 

All ongoing work is marked A – G. .     

Examination 

Coursework  -  60% 

A single extended Design and Technology task to test the two assessment objectives 
of designing and making.  Students are required to consider industrial practices and 
the application of system and control, and include within the task short focused and 
investigative activities. 

Board set project outlines are provided for this work. 

Final date for completion - Easter. 

Theory Paper  -  40% 

2 hours duration -  A*-G 

Students will be issued with a preparation sheet in March in the year of the 
examination.  This gives advance notice of the design context for most of the 
examination questions. 
 
 
Mrs N Firth 
Curriculum Team Leader, Design and Technology 
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Design and Technology - Graphic Products  

Course Description 

Students are taught to use designing and communication skills to design graphic 
products.  They then select appropriate processes, materials and techniques to produce 
a quality product that would fulfil a real life design situation. 

The opportunity to design, make and evaluate will be given in design and make 
assignments in which students will work on needs arising from real life including 
existing products, artefacts and systems. 

Focused practical tasks will be tackled periodically which will be skill and knowledge 
based and directly relevant to their design and make assignment. 

When designing and making students must identify appropriate sources of 
information and use them to help generate ideas.  They will investigate familiar 
products to help develop their ideas.  They develop design specifications and use 
these to formulate a design proposal.  They consider the future of their products and 
design for product maintenance.  They make preliminary 3 dimensional models to 
explore and test their design thinking and use formal drawing methods to 
communicate their intentions. 

Students will then produce plans, which predict the time needed to carry out their 
choice of materials and components appropriate tools, equipment and processes.  
They must work skilfully and precisely and ensure fine finishing to produce their 
quality product.  They then test and evaluate their products in use and identify ways of 
improving them. 

Typically students may work on assignments based on packaging, product modelling, 
corporate image and product promotion. 

Students who enjoy working on problems, like graphics and modelling and are able to 
produce neat and tidy work should find this course interesting and rewarding. 

Homework 

This is directly linked to class work and is set on a regular basis.  Students will 
typically be collecting research material, working on design problems, modelling and 
drawing. 

Assessment 

All ongoing work is marked A - G.  The designing and making elements are both 
marked on the completion of an assignment.   

Examination 

Coursework - 60% 

This is a single extended design and make task that is undertaken in Year 10 and 11.  
This project must take the form of a completed artefact supported by design work 
presented as a folio.  Students must be organised and motivated to successfully tackle 
their project. 

Final date for completion – Easter. 

Theory paper  -  40% 

2 hours duration  -  Higher Tier    (A* - D) 

2 hours duration -  Foundation Tier   (C - G) 
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Students will be issued with a preparation sheet in March in the year of the 
examination.  This gives advance notice of the design context for most of the 
examination questions. 
 
 
 
Mrs N Firth 

Curriculum Team Leader, Design and Technology 
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Design and Technology - Resistant Materials    GCSE  AQA 

Course Description 

The course includes both practical and theory work where students are designing and 
making artefacts related principally to the materials wood, metal and plastics. 

The course aims to: 

·  Enable students to combine their designing and making skills with knowledge 
and understanding in order to design and make quality products 

·  Enable students to become more technologically aware 
·  Give students the opportunity to apply skills, knowledge and understanding 

from other subjects including mathematics, science and art. 
·  Develop the design and technological capability in students through activities, 

which involve a range of contexts, materials, processes and lead to practical 
results. 

·  Give students the opportunities to develop practical abilities and the 
importance to design, make and modify products. 

·  Encourage students’ critical and aesthetic abilities. 

This will be achieved mainly through design and make assignments and focused 
practical tasks. Typically students may work on assignments based on storage, toys 
and clocks. 

Because this course demands active workshop experience and leads to the 
appreciation and production of work of quality it is vital that students are well 
motivated.  They must take a responsible attitude to homework and class work if they 
are to successfully complete the projects they undertake.  Student’s who are able to do 
this, like problem solving and working with hard materials, will enjoy this subject. 

Homework 

This is directly linked to class work and is set on a regular basis.  Students will be 
involved in research, working on design problems and drawing.  It will also back up 
their knowledge and understanding of processes, materials and tools. 

Assessment 

All ongoing work is marked A - G.  The designing and making elements are both 
marked on the completion of an assignment.  

Examination 

Coursework - 60 % 

This will consist of two elements, designing and making, but the project should be 
approached as an integrated design and make activity, which results in a usable and 
useful product.  This will be undertaken in Year 10 and 11. 
Final date for completion – Easter. 
 
Theory paper -  40 % 

2 hours duration - A* - G 
Students will be issued with a preparation sheet in March in the year of the 
examination.  This gives advance notice of the design context for most of the 
examination questions. 

Mrs N Firth 
Curriculum Team Leader, Design and Technology 
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Design and Technology - Textile Technology     GCSE  AQA 

Course Description 

The course incorporates both practical activity and theoretical elements.  Students will 
develop the following skills; research, analysis, investigation, problem solving, 
designing, communication and construction methods related to textiles.  The context 
can be either a) fashion garments and accessories or b) furnishings which enhance 
indoor and outdoor spaces and environments.  Students will also explore industrial 
practices and the alternative aspects to a career in design such as marketing, 
advertising and branding. 

The course enables students to combine designing and making skills with knowledge 
and understanding to design and make individual textile products which will be 
functional, creative, aesthetically pleasing and challenging.  They must work skilfully 
and precisely in order to produce a quality product and be able to reflect on their 
progress and review critically on their final outcomes. 

Students have the opportunity to apply skills, knowledge and understanding from 
other subjects including art, information technology, mathematics and science. 

Students work both individually and as members of a team to develop technological 
capability through activities, which involve: 

·  A range of contexts, materials and processes 

·  Selecting and using material resources effectively 

·  Developing practical ability and designing with confidence 

·  Making and modifying products 

·  Considering the effects and implications of technological activity 

·  Encouraging their critical and aesthetic abilities enabling them to evaluate 
design and technological activity including their own. 

Students who enjoy developing creative ideas into quality textile products will find 
the course very interesting.  It is particularly relevant for students who wish to follow 
a career in either fashion or interior design. 

Homework 

Homework is directly linked to class work; it is set on a regular basis each week, and 
involves research, recall, preparation of topic material and practical work related to 
design work. 

Assessment 

All ongoing work is marked A – G. .     

Examination 

Coursework  -  60% 

A single extended Design and Technology task is set to test the two assessment 
objectives of designing and making, completed during Year 11.  It consists of a design 
portfolio and a final textile product.  Students need to have good organisational skills 
and be highly motivated to successfully tackle the coursework. 

Final date for completion  -  Easter 
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Theory paper  -  40% 

2 hours duration - A* - G 

Students will be issued with a preparation sheet in March in the year of the 
examination.  This gives advance notice of the design context for most of the 
examination questions. 
 
 
Mrs N Firth 
Curriculum Team Leader, Design and Technology 
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Design and Technology – Systems & Control (Electron ics)      
GCSE AQA 

Course Description 

This is a product design-based course which will allow students to specialise in an 
area of Design and Technology where you will learn about designing, making and 
evaluating quality products.  The course includes both practical and theory work 
where students are designing and making artefacts combining the core subject of 
electronic systems with the focus technology of mechanisms.  Students will work in a 
dedicated systems and control suite using a wide range of materials. 

The course aims to: 

·  Enable students to combine their designing and making skills with knowledge 
and understanding of electronics in order to design and make quality products. 

·  Enable students to identify control systems within their environment. 

·  Enable students to problem solve through a series of pre-determined stages. 

·  Enable students to identify and combine different materials. 

·  Using a series of activities develop their design and technological capabilities. 

This course requires the students to have an analytical mind and a keen interest in 
electronics.  Problem solving both theoretically and practically is a prominent part of 
the course and computers are used frequently to assist in their learning.  

This will be achieved mainly through design and make assignments and focused 
practical tasks.  Students are encouraged to find situations and problems within the 
environment to be the main focus of their project. 

Homework 

Homework is directly linked to class work; it is set on a regular basis each week, and 
involves research, recall, preparation of topic material and practical work related to 
design work. 

Assessment 

All ongoing work is marked A - G.  The designing and making elements are both 
marked on the completion of an assignment.   

Examination 

Coursework - 60 % 

Students will produce a 3-dimensional product which will combine electronics and 
mechanisms alongside of a precise design folder.  This will be undertaken in Year 10 
and 11. 
Final date for completion  -  Easter 

Theory Paper – 40% 

2 hours duration - A* - G 

This paper contains questions requiring the evaluation of processes and products 
including the examination of the wider effects of design and technology on society. 

 

Mrs N Firth 
Curriculum Team Leader, Design and Technology 
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Child Development  GCSE AQA  

Course Description 

Whenever the word 'family' is used it is taken to mean a household group.  The roles 
and responsibilities of parents before and after the birth of a child are included in the 
course, and content where possible is related to normal development.  Issues of 
contraception and abortion are dealt with as they interlink with the course content.  
The physical care of children, mothers and families, leading gradually to aspects 
affecting the physical, intellectual, social and emotional development of children are 
included.  All this work is individual, when carrying out research, completing 
practical work, investigating and completing coursework. 

Group work includes discussions on video programmes and evaluation of individual 
and class work.  Students learn to test and compare methods, materials and equipment 
and to develop interpersonal caring skills related to the welfare of young children. 

Homework 

This is directly linked to class work, set on a regular basis each week and involves 
surveys, research, preparation and interpretation of topic material.   

Assessment 

All ongoing work is marked A - G     

An explanation of the grades is clearly displayed in each room    

Examination 

Initially all students will embark on the GCSE programme.  At regular intervals 
through the first half term the students will complete several topic tests, a CACHE 
assignment and have frequent conversations with their teacher in relation to their 
progress and pathway choice.  A decision is then made as to whether the student 
should continue with GCSE or opt to do the CACHE award.  Just after October half 
term the students are then assigned to their new class. 

Year 10 – CACHE Entry Level Certificate 

In Year 10, students will complete nine units of work which support the theory 
element.  The three large units of work are a) Pregnancy and the responsible parent b) 
Caring for young children  c) Play and learning in the home: for each unit a task will 
be completed and submitted as coursework.  The successful completion of all three 
tasks will allow the students to receive a CACHE Entry Level Certificate in 
Preparation for Child Care. 

Year 11 – CACHE Foundation Award 

In Year 11, the students can continue on to do four units of work towards the CACHE 
Foundation Award in Caring for Children. 

Year 11 – GCSE Child Development 

Coursework - 50% 

In Year 11 students carry out an individual research and observational study on a 
child of their own choice who is aged between 0-5 years old.  When completing the 
individual observational study, 'visits' to the home of a child will be required in order 
to record development over a 6-month period.  This requires the students to work both 
independently and responsibly.  This study contributes 50% to the final award. 
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Final date for completion - Easter 

Theory Paper  -  50 % 

2 hours duration  - A*-G 

 
 
Mrs N Firth 
Curriculum Team Leader, Design and Technology 



Wilmslow High School - Year 10 Course Choices - September 2009                                                          Page No. 64 

The Diploma 

 

What are Diplomas? 

The Diploma is a new qualification for 14-19 year olds that has begun to become available 
throughout England since September 2008.  It is being developed as part of the government’s 
programme of qualification reform in order to widen the choice of courses for young people, to 
motivate them and encourage them to continue learning for longer. 

In contrast to most other general qualifications for this age group, the Diploma is based around 
work rather than traditional subjects, with its different “lines of learning” each being designed 
to provide a coherent programme of study drawing on the knowledge, skills and experiences 
required by the key employment sectors of the UK. 

What Diploma lines of learning are available at present? 

For 2009-2011, the Diploma lines of learning available to students through the East Cheshire 
14-19 Partnership are: 

·  Business Administration and Finance 
·  Creative and Media 
·  Engineering 
·  Environmental and Land-based Studies 
·  Manufacturing and Product Design 
·  Society Health and Development 
 

How is the experience of teaching and learning different in a Diploma? 

The intention is that Diploma students will learn in different settings, including the workplace, 
the classroom and local colleges.  This will allow them to apply their learning to realistic 
scenarios, give them valuable work experience and help them make more informed career 
decisions. 

Furthermore, given the breadth of experience, knowledge and skills required for the Diplomas 
the government does not believe that it is possible for any single school working on its own to 
be able to offer this qualification. 

Consequently, Wilmslow High School has been an active member of the East Cheshire 14-19 
Partnership for a number of years now, working with the other schools and colleges across the 
Borough of Macclesfield to prepare for the introduction of the Diplomas. 

As a result, although in 2009-2010 Wilmslow High School staff will only be directly involved 
in the teaching of the Engineering diploma, for two days of the week students opting for all of 
the Diploma lines on offer will be travelling to other institutions to work with students and 
teachers from other schools and colleges in East Cheshire.  

How are Diplomas structured? 

It is important to appreciate that the Diplomas are composite qualifications formed of three 
mandatory components - principal learning, generic learning, and additional and specialist 
learning.  Although each of these components contains separate qualifications that can be 
achieved separately, all components need to be completed successfully in order to achieve the 
overall Diploma qualification. 
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Principal learning consists of the knowledge, understanding and skills specific to the chosen 
line of learning.  At least half of this principal learning is applied – ie practical learning, set in a 
work-related context. 

Generic learning is the same across all lines of learning and consists of 

·  Personal, learning and thinking skills (PLTs) such as teamwork, creative thinking and 
independent enquiry 

·  Work experience of at least 10 days in the employment sector being studied 
·  Functional skills – the ability to apply English, mathematics and ICT skills in situations 

relevant to work and life (to be achieved at the appropriate level) 
·  A project that requires the student to explore a topic of interest in greater depth or 

breadth 
Additional or Specialist Learning (ASL) provides options that let students develop a deeper 
understanding of a subject area or something completely different that will broaden their 
studies. 

At what levels are Diplomas available? 

For students in Years 10 and 11, Diplomas are available at two levels: 

·  a Foundation Diploma – this is a Level 1 qualification that is the equivalent of five 
GCSEs, grades D-G 

·  a Higher Diploma – this is a Level 2 qualification that is the equivalent of seven 
GCSEs, grades A*-C 

 

How are Diplomas assessed? 

Each component of the Diploma has separate assessment arrangements. 
 
Principal learning – combination of internal (approx 85%) and external (approx 15%) 
assessment 
 
Generic learning: Functional Skills – the assessment of Functional Skills in English, 
mathematics and ICT is being developed during a three year pilot (2007-2010) with external 
testing being the predominant model 
 
Generic learning: Project – internal assessment with external moderation 
 
Additional or Specialist Learning – assessment arrangements as laid down in qualifications 
selected for ASL 
 
How are Diploma grades decided? 

A learner needs to successfully complete all components in order to achieve a Diploma 
qualification: 
 

·  Functional skills must be passed at the appropriate level 
·  Personal, learning and thinking skills, work experience and any additional and specialist 

learning courses 
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The final Diploma grade will be calculated from the assessment of principal learning and the 
project. 
 
The grading of the Diploma will be reported according to the following grading scales. 

·  Level 1 attainment will be reported as A*, A and B. 
·  Level 2 attainment will be reported as A*, A, B and C. 
·  Attainment that is insufficient to lead to the award of a qualification will be reported as 

unclassified (U). 
 

How does the Diploma fit in with the rest of the Key Stage 4 Curriculum? 

The size of the Diploma means that it takes up the entire optional element of a student’s Key 
Stage 4 Curriculum.  The need for collaborative teaching and learning between the schools and 
colleges within the East Cheshire 14-19 Partnership requires this to take place for Diploma 
students at Macclesfield College on two days of the week (Wednesdays and Fridays for Year 
10 in 2009-2010). 

For the other three days of the week (Mondays, Tuesday and Thursdays for Year 10 in 2009-
2010) Diploma students will be at Wilmslow High School studying the core element of the Key 
Stage 4 Curriculum: 

·  GCSE English (including Functional Skills English) 

·  GCSE English Literature 

·  GCSE mathematics (including Functional Skills mathematics) 

·  GCSE science (Core plus Additional or Additional Applied in Year 11 depending on 
progress) 

·  Core PE 

·  Functional Skills ICT 

The exact grouping arrangements for these lessons will be determined once the numbers of 
students opting for the Diplomas are known.  However, please note that whichever model is 
finally adopted there will need to be some separate grouping from the rest of the year group. 

Who should I contact if I need any aspects of the Diplomas explaining further? 

Dr J Pullé 

Deputy Headteacher, Curriculum Development 
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Diploma in Business, Administration and Finance 

 

What is the Diploma in Business, Administration and Finance? 

The Diploma in Business, Administration and Finance has been developed to provide a solid 
grounding in business skills for young people who are interested in any kind of business career 
or hope to run their own business.  Students will study how to set up and run a business, 
learning how is involved in selling a product that has been created. Students will learn how to 
cope with change, how to remain competitive, and discover how outside factors such as new 
technologies, consumer trends, environmental issues or globalisation can affect a business. 
 
Course Description 

Principal Learning  
The Principal Learning of the Diploma in Business, Administration and Finance is built around 
three main themes: 
Business enterprise looks at how to develop ideas, how to carry out research and promote 
products or services. 
Business administration introduces business administration and its importance to 
organisations. 
Finance looks at the knowledge and skills needed to manage personal and business finances. 
 
Projects you may be asked to undertake, could include: 

v Coming up with a new product or service for an organisation in your local area and 
carrying out research to find out whether it would be popular. 

v Developing a plan to start up your own business, together with a marketing strategy. 
v Working on financial documents, producing calculations and making recommendations. 

 
Generic Learning 
See relevant section in Diploma general introduction 
 
Additional or Specialised Learning 
Details of what will be offered to be published separately 
 
Assessment 

See relevant section in Diploma general introduction 
 
Course Leader 

Charlotte Thompson, Macclesfield College 
 
Wilmslow High School link:  Mrs J McHarg, Curriculum Team Leader, Business Studies 
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Diploma in Creative and Media 

 

What is the Diploma in Creative and Media? 

The Diploma in Creative and Media allows students to learn valuable skills in different 
situations. Students will learn about the key themes in creativity and how to think and work 
creatively. This includes seeing a project through from start to finish, identifying an audience 
and their needs and learning about the business side of the creative and media industries. 
 
Course Description 

Principal Learning  
The Principal Learning of the Diploma in Creative and Media is built around four main themes: 
 
Creativity in context:  The things that can influence the creative process, such as society, 
culture, the environment or the work of other people. 
Thinking and working creatively:  ways of exploring, experimenting with and developing 
ideas, skills and techniques. 
Principles, processes and practice: the skills, techniques and processes to turn your ideas into 
reality. 
Creative businesses and enterprise: an understanding of real situations and the skills that you 
need to succeed in the industry. 
 
The Diploma specification allows the study of the full range of Creative and Media disciplines.  
Those available in 2009-2010 will be published as soon as possible. 

Projects you may be asked to undertake, could include: 
v Produce a guide to ‘what’s on’ in Manchester – covering clubs, culture galleries and 

gigs. 
v Recording podcasts for a film companies website. 
v Performing in a live concert or production and contribute to the design and construction 

of the stage set. 
 
Generic Learning 
See relevant section in Diploma general introduction 
 
Additional or Specialised Learning 
Details of what will be offered to be published separately 
 
Assessment 

See relevant section in Diploma general introduction 
 
Course Leader 

Jonathan Mellor, Macclesfield College 
 
Wilmslow High School link:  Ms C Boden, Curriculum Team Leader, Arts 
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Diploma in Engineering 

 

What is the Diploma in Engineering? 

The Diploma in Engineering opens up the ideas and concepts behind engineering, and how they 
impact the modern world. Students will be introduced to key engineering principles such as 
design, materials, electronic systems, maintenance and manufacturing.  Students will get lots of 
practical experience and study what makes innovations succeed, how new materials contribute 
to design and how to develop and launch new ideas. 
 
Course Description 

Principal Learning  
The Principal Learning of the Diploma in Engineering is built around three main themes: 
 
The Engineering World:  the impact of engineering on our lives 
Discovering Engineering Technology:  design, materials, electronics systems, maintenance 
and manufacturing 
Engineering the Future:  what makes innovations succeed, how new materials contribute to 
design, how to develop and launch new ideas. 
 
Projects you may be asked to undertake, could include: 

v Coming up with a new engineered product or service for an organisation in your local 
area and carrying out research to find out whether it would be popular. 

v Developing a plan to start up your own engineering business, together with a marketing 
strategy. 

v Improving and simplifying an existing product/component through design 
 
Generic Learning 
See relevant section in Diploma general introduction 
 
Additional or Specialised Learning 
Details of what will be offered to be published separately 
 
Assessment 

See relevant section in Diploma general introduction 
 
Course Leader 

Keith Hegarty, Macclesfield College 
 
Wilmslow High School link:  Mr R Hancock, Design Technology Team 
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Diploma in Manufacturing and Product Design 

 

What is the Diploma in Manufacturing? 

Manufacturing is not just concerned with engineering products. The term covers a wide range 
of products, such as food production, textiles, fashion, pottery, building materials etc. This 
Diploma has a business and product design focus. 

Students taking this Diploma will complete a series of elements, all designed to equip you with 
the skills, knowledge and disciplines required to succeed in the world of manufacturing. 
 
Course Description 

Principal Learning  
The Principal Learning of the Diploma in Manufacturing and Product Design is built around 
three main themes: 
Dealing with customers & suppliers looks at stock purchase and control, how to develop 
relationships with suppliers and how to make judgements on holding stock levels versus free 
capital. 
Product Design & development introduces up-to-date design and development techniques, 
taking into account ergonomics, aesthetics and control.  
Running a manufacturing business looks at the knowledge and skills needed to build and 
manage your own manufacturing business 
 
Projects you may be asked to undertake, could include: 

�  Coming up with a new product or manufacturing   service for an organisation in your 
local area and carrying out research to find out whether it would be popular. 

�  Developing a plan to start up your own business, together with a marketing strategy. 
�  Designing a new product for the market, be it a cd cover or a high fashion item. 

 
Generic Learning 
See relevant section in Diploma general introduction 
 
Additional or Specialised Learning 
Details of what will be offered to be published separately 
 
Assessment 

See relevant section in Diploma general introduction 
 
Course Leader 

Keith Hegarty, Macclesfield College 
 
Wilmslow High School link:  Mrs N Firth, Curriculum Team Leader, Design and Technology 
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Diploma in Environmental and Land-Based Studies 

 

What is the Diploma in Environmental and Land-Based Studies? 

The Diploma in Environmental and Land-based Studies will give students a first-hand 
experience of the opportunities, occupations and career paths offered by the sector. 
The Diploma has been developed to give students a broad understanding of the current needs of 
the sector’s diverse businesses.  Students will learn through doing and this will provide a clear 
idea of what working life might be like. It will also help students question and challenge 
outdated stereotypes of what this sector is all about. 
 
Please note: this Diploma is taught at both Reaseheath College, Nantwich, and Knutsford 
High School. 
 
Course Description 

Principal Learning  
The Principal Learning of the Diploma in Environmental and Land-Based Studies is built 
around three main themes: 
Productive and working environments: this looks at the limited resources of our natural 
environment, our impact on it, how it influences us and how these resources are used. 
Plants and animals: this explores how we use plants for commercial, recreational and 
conservation purposes and animals for food production, recreation, work or companionship. 
Developing the sustainable environment: this theme will explore the impact we have on our 
environment, and how important it is to use environmentally friendly ‘green’ practices. 
 
Projects you may be asked to undertake, could include: 

v Writing a report on the effect we have on the world around us and how to limit the 
damage we do 

v Producing a video to show how we use land for the production of food and for leisure 
activities 

 
Generic Learning 
See relevant section in Diploma general introduction 
 
Additional or Specialised Learning 
Details of what will be offered to be published separately 
 
Assessment 

See relevant section in Diploma general introduction 
 
Course Leader 

Graham Morgan, Reaseheath College / Peter Kingdom, Knutsford High School 
 
Wilmslow High School link:  Dr J Pullé, Deputy Headteacher 
 



Wilmslow High School - Year 10 Course Choices - September 2009                                                          Page No. 72 

Diploma in Society, Health and Development 

 

What is the Diploma in Society, Health and Development? 

This Diploma brings together for the first time the study of the following four disciplines: 
Health, Care, Early Years Education and the Justice sectors. This will provide students with an 
understanding of health, social care, children’s services and community justice and will help 
develop the skills critical to working successfully in all these areas - problem solving, team 
working, communication and creative thinking.  Students will have the opportunity to complete 
real work activities in the field of Health, Care, Early years Education or Justice. 

 
Course Description 

Principal Learning  
The Principal Learning of the Diploma in Society, Health and Development is built around six 
main themes: 
The sectors in context: focuses on the political, social and economic factors that affect the 
four sectors today. 
Principles and values in practice: the values and principles that underpin and inform the 
practice of everyone across the sectors.  
Partnership working:  quality of service provision requires closer working between agencies.  
For example, in family centres, there will be people from social services, health and the 
children’s workforce all working to ensure integrated services for children and families. 
Communication and information sharing: what are the barriers to good communication?  
How can they be overcome and are there tensions between good communication and sharing 
information with other professionals and respecting the privacy of individuals? 
Personal and professional development in the work environment: being able to reflect on 
own practice is a critical aspect of professional development – what did you do well, what can 
be improved, how can you improve your practice? 
Safeguarding and protecting individuals and society: what needs to be done to ensure that 
people in some of the most vulnerable sections of society are kept safe? 
 
Generic Learning 
See relevant section in Diploma general introduction 
 
Additional or Specialised Learning 
Details of what will be offered to be published separately 
 
Assessment 

See relevant section in Diploma general introduction 
 
Course Leader 

Caroline Brennan, Tytherington High School 
 
Wilmslow High School link:  Dr J Pullé, Deputy Headteacher 
 


